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Rating System

Grade Level

To quickly convey the overall quality of a
book, a rating appears in boldface type after
the bibliographical information.

Considerations:

•

• The intended reader's approximate grade
level appears immediately after the rating.

Exceptional quality or merit. The asterisk is used sparingly and only in cases
where the book deserves special
recognition .

• When the reviewer believes that a particular book will appeal to a wide range of
readers, no upper limit is indicated.

A

Excellence. Books that receive a rating
of A will add strength to a library and
should find wide acceptance among
young readers.

• Many books, including picture books, find
a favorable reader response far beyond
the reading level indicated by the vocabulary, treatment of subject, or format.

B

Recommended for libraries that need
additional books in a specific subject
area . Generally books with a rating of
B are dependable, if not outstanding.

c

NR

Will have appeal for some readers
despite significant shortcomings.
Should be purchased only after careful
consideration.
Not recommended.

Book Classification
Book classification follows the grade level.
Books are given a two-letter code, indicating
the genre of the particular book.
FI

Fiction

BI

Biography

PB

Picture book

PT

Poetry

NF

Nonfiction

Children's Book and Play Review (CBPR) is published five times annually, once every two

months from September through June, by Brigham Young University's Department of Teacher
Education, Department of Theatre and Media Arts, and Harold B. Lee Library. Statements and
opinions of CBPR are the responsibilities of the authors and reviewers and do not necessarily
reflect views, constitute endorsement, or set policy of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints or Brigham Young University.
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Classic Poetry Books
By Lillian Hell
Professor Emeritus
Department of Teacher Education
Brigham Young University
After the classic picture books chosen by the
New York Public Library appeared in the
May/June 2000 issue of Children's Book and Play
Review (CBPR), several questions came to mind.
Why aren't there lists of poetry books? Why are
only three annual awards given to poets (which
didn't begin until 1977) when other children's
book awards number in the hundreds (beginning in
1922 with the Newbery award and the Caldecott in
1937)? Why has the Symposium for Young
Readers at BYU invited only three poets in its
eighteen-year history? Why do most teachers spend
less than five minutes a week on poetry? Why did
Poetry Week only begin a couple of years ago?
The answer to these questions is easy-poetry is a
neglected literacy form, particularly in schools.
Poetry should be taught and celebrated in
schools for many reasons. The most basic reason is
that children love it. After a program of poetry
writing and public poetry readings began at the
Brooklyn Public Library, the increase in poetry
circulation in some branches rose 300 percent. The
young people couldn't get enough of it! A
children's bookstore in Texas reports that for five
years it has had highly successful programs in
writing poetry and then holding public readings of
the winning poems ("Poet-Tree Grows in
Brooklyn" by Susan Asis and "Oh, The Joy of
Poetry!" by Tiffany Durham, The Children's Book
Council 2000). Dramatizing poetry is an activity
enjoyed by children of all ages. Poetry's carefully
constructed rhythms and sounds appeal to children
before they even begin to understand meanings.
The word play in poetry increases and expands
their understanding of language because the
vocabulary in poetry is anything but ordinary.
Poets work hard to find words with sounds and
meanings that fit exactly. Poetry is an expression
of the innermost feelings and passions of the
human mind.
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Knowing these benefits of poetry, it is time to
begin sharing it with children. Poetry Week in the
middle of April is a good time to start, and it also
allows a couple of months to prepare---discovering
new poets and finding ways to present them to
children. Visit the Children's Book Council's web
site at www.cbcbooks.org and find the posters and
materials that are available to help you and the
children in your care enjoy poetry.
To help you get started, a bibliography follows
this article. Not all poems will be to everyone's
liking, but the bibliography will be a start in
finding poetry that speaks to each individual. If
personal favorites have been omitted, feel free to
send additional book titles to CBPR (c/o Marsha D.
Broadway, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young
University, Provo, UT 84602-6887), and an
addendum will be printed to this first list.
The bibliography will help you select poetry,
but the next step is to share it with children.
Because most people haven't had poetry read
aloud to them, they are very reluctant to read it
aloud to children. Now is the time to practice
reading aloud. Poetry, like music, is an oral form
of art, and the rhythm and music of the words will
be missed if it is not heard. Lee Bennett Hopkins
has given some guidelines for reading poetry aloud
that will help those who are apprehensive about
reading poetry. (Pass the Poetry, Please by Lee
Bennett Hopkins. HarperCollins, 1998. ISBN 006-446199-8, pp20-22). These same points can be
shared with children, for they, too, should be
reading and sharing poetry aloud.
they
come
slowly,
thinking-Iy
from our
mouths.
After following Hopkins advice, try taperecording your efforts and hear where
improvements can be made in your poetry reading.
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\\Then confidence is gained in presenting
poetry orally, you will be able to increase the
children's understanding of poetic forms. Poetry
offers numerous possibilities for activities that
facilitate comprehension. One such activity is
writing poetry. Several books on the subject might
be of help. The Teachers & Writers Collaborative
has published a Handbook ofPoetic Forms (1987,
ISBN 0-915924-24-4,5 Union Square West, New
York, NY 1003). Barbara Juster Esbensen's A
Celebration of Bees is more geared to helping
children write poetry (Henry Holt, 1995. ISBN 08050-3765-9). Poem-Making, by Myra Cohn
Livingston, describes ways to begin writing poetry
(Harper Collins, 1991. ISBN 0-06-024019-9).
Writing poetry is not the only activity that
builds students' understanding of this genre. Poetic
minidramas can be done in thirty to forty-five
minutes using part of the class to read the poem
and part to pantomime the actions. When the
actions and reading are recorded on video, children
can quickly see their successes and mistakes and
make rapid improvements in their ability to
interpret poetry. Poetry can also be put to music,
especially if the adult has some training in reading
and writing music. The poem sets the rhythm for
the song; the task remaining is to find a melody
that fits the words. Children will enjoy illustrating
their favorite poems, using the numerous poetry
picture books as models. Creative movement can
also be put to poetry. In this activity, the focus is
on the rhythm of the words and phrases, which
greatly enhances children's understanding and
appreciation of all aspects of poetry. Choral
reading, a time-honored favorite, continues to be a
rewarding activity with poetry. One word of
caution, however-don't limit choral readings to
programs, where prolonged practices for a
performance may dampen some children's
enthusiasm for poetry. Do it just for fun!
With the list of poetry books that follows, the
hope is that adults will become poetry lovers and
presenters by April and will help children do the
same.
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POETRY BOOKS
YOUNG
FORPEOPLE
ANTHOLOGffiSOFPOETRY
Bennett, Jill. Noisy Poems. lllustrated by Nick
Sharrat. Oxford University Press, 1987. ISBN
0-19-276063-7.
An anthology of poems that focus on sounds
of bands, trains, water, fish, storms, yaks, and
finally a small ghostie.
Benson, Gerard. This Poem Doesn't Rhyme.
TIlustrated by Sara-Jane Stewart. Viking, 1990.
ISBN 0-670-82923-4.
This 1991 winner of the Signal Poetry Award
in Great Britain is a marvelous collection of
poems that don't rhyme. The introduction
gives a concise discussion of problems with
rhyme and lists others ways to pattern words in
poetry.
Bober, Natalie S. Let's Pretend: Poems of Flight
and Fancy. TIlustrated by Bill Bell. Viking,
1986. ISBN 0-670-81176-9.
Bober has collected fantasy poems in the
following categories: My Inside Self, Magical
People, Secrets, A Taste of Nature, My
Animal Friends and Wondering.
Brown, Marc. Finger Rhymes. lllustrated by Marc
Brown. Dutton, 1980. ISBN 0-525-29732-4.
Old favorites and new rhymes are shown with
diagrams for telling the stories with the finger
actions.
de Regniers, Beatrice Schenk, et al. Sing a Song of
Popcorn. TIlustrated by Caldecott Medal
artists. Scholastic, 1988. ISBN 0-590-40645-0.
A collection of old and new poetry, enlivened
by the illustrations of nine Caldecott Medal
artists.
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Dunn, Opal. Hippety Hop, Hippety Hay. lllustrated
by Sally Anne Lambert. Henry Holt, Inc, 1999.
ISBN 0-8050-6081-2.
A collection of poems especially for adults
who are often with children from birth to age
three. The poems are grouped by age level and
include advice from language expert Opal
Dunn and actions to accompany the rhymes.
Goldstein, Bobbye S. Inner Chimes: Poems on
Poetry. lllustrated by Jane Breskin Zalben.
Boyds Mill Press, Inc., 1992. ISBN 1-56397040-6.
Poems about the magic of poetry and the
mysterious process of creating them.
Harrison, Michael and Christopher Stuart-Clark.
The Oxford Treasury of Christmas Poems.
Oxford University Press, 1999. ISBN 0-19276224-9.
A few of the poems talk about Santa Claus and
winter weather, but most focus on the birth of
Christ.
Harvey, Anne. Shades of Green. lllustrated by
John Lawrence. Greenwillow, 1992. ISBN 0688-10890-3.
This volume is the winner of the 1992British
Signal Award. Her collection of "green"
poems reflects the hope and inspiration
associated with this color, but is noticeably
less flippant than modern American poetry for
children.
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Good Books, Good Times.
lllustrated by Harvey Stevenson. Harper and
Row, 1990. ISBN 0-06-22527-0.
Hopkins has selected poems that vividly
describe the joys of reading.
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Ring Out Wild Bells:
Poems About Holidays and Seasons.
lllustrated by Karen Baumann. Harcourt
Brace, 1992. ISBN 0-15-267100-5.
A joyous collection of seventy-five poems
about
holidays
and
seasons
from
approximately forty-five authors.
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Hudson, Wade. Pass It On: African American
Poetry for Children. Illustrated by Floyd
Cooper. Scholastic, 1993. ISBN 0-590-45770-

5.

A collection of some of the best poetry for
children by African-American poets.
Janeczko, Paul B. The Place My Words Are
Looking For. Bradbury Press, 1990. ISBN 027-47671-5.
In this book, almost forty poets share their
poetry as well as their thoughts and anecdotes
about writing poetry.
Jones, Hettie. The Trees Stand Shining. Illustrated
by Robert Andrew Parker. Dial, 1971. ISBN
0-8034-8933-5.
These poems are songs from different Native
American tribes telling about events in Indian
life.
Kennedy, X.J. and Dorothy M. Kennedy. Knock at
a Star. lllustrated by Karen Ann Weinhaus.
Little, Brown, 1983. ISBN 0-316-48854-2.
A collection of short poems by more
contemporary poets than found in the
collection by Nancy Larrick. A new version is
available with 80 or so new poems added.
Larrick, Nancy. Cats are Cats. lllustrations by Ed
Young. Philomel, 1988. ISBN 0-399-21517-4.
The elusive and mysterious nature of cats is
described in words and elegantly portrayed in
Young's illustrations.
Larrick, Nancy. Piping Down the Valleys Wild.
Illustrated by Ellen Raskin. Delacorte Press,
1968. ISBN 0-440-46952-X.
A great collection of poetry up to 1968. For
more recent collections, turn to x.J. Kennedy
or Prelutsky.
Lewis, Richard. In a Spring Garden. lllustrated by
Ezra Jack Keats. Dial Press, 1965. ISBN 0803-74024-7.
A beautifully illustrated collection of Haiku
from well-known authors of this form.
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Livingston, Myra Cohn. Thanksgiving Poems.
Holiday House, 1985. ISBN 0-8234-0570-2.
A collection of religious and humorous poems
and illustrations of Thanksgiving.
Nye, Naomi Shihab. The Same Sky: A Collection
ofPoems from Around the World. Macmillan,
1992. ISBN 0-02-768440-7.
To expand awareness of other cultures, try
using poetry from sixty-eight countries of the
world, complete with notes about the
contributors.
Opie, Peter and Iona Opie. Tail Feathers from
Mother Goose: The Opie Rhyme Book. Little,
Brown, 1988.
This is a selection from the rhymes collected
by the Opies, the experts on mother goose
rhymes. In the foreword Iona Opie gives a
brief explanation of the history of their search
for children's rhymes, songs, and stories.
Pre lutsky, Jack. For Laughing Out Louder: More
Poems to Tickle Your Funnybone. lllustrated
by Marjorie Priceman. Alfred A. Knopf, 1991.
ISBN 0-394-82144-0.
This is a small collection of lighthearted
poems.
Prelutsky, Jack. The Random House Book of
Poetry. lllustrated by Arnold Lobel. Random
House, 1983. ISBN 0-394-85010-6.
A variety of topics, including nonsense, word
play, and fantasy, are covered in this collection
of poetry for children.
Pre1utsky, Jack. Read-Aloud Rhymes for the Very
Young. lllustrated by Marc Brown. Alfred A.
Knopf, 1986. ISBN 0-394-87218-5.
More than two hundred verses in this
anthology offer insights into experiences that
young children have.
Rogasky, Barbara. Winter Poems. lllustrated by
Trina Schart Hyman. Scholastic, 1994. ISBN
0-590-41843-X.
From the misery of a winter cold to the drama
of snowstorms these poems celebrate both the
frosty outside and the cozy warmth inside
during the winter season.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss3/11

Schwartz, Alvin. And the Green Grass Grew All
Around: Folk Poetry from Everyone.
lllustrated by Sue Truesdell. HarperCollins,
1992. ISBN 0-06-022757-5.
Rhymes, parodies, riddles, and nonsense are
all included in folk poems from all over, with
sources and variants in the notes.
Sutherland, Zena. The Orchard Book of Nursery
Rhymes. lllustrations by Faith Jaques. Orchard
Books, 1990. ISBN 0-531-05903-0.
A collection of rhymes old and new with
concise information about the history of
nursery rhymes and notes from the illustrator
pointing out interesting details in her
illustrations, which are set in the eighteenth
century.
Taylor, Alice. A Child's Treasury ofIrish Rhymes.
lllustrated by Nicole Emoe. Barefoot Books,
1999. ISBN 1-902283-18-X.
A collection of twenty-six children's rhymes
and poems about Ireland and its traditions.
Some are folk rhymes; those with authors are
listed in the acknowledgments.
Whipple, Laura. Eric Carle's Animals Animals.
Putnam, 1989. ISBN 0-399-21744-4.
The brilliant collage and watercolor
illustrations of Eric Carle suit the mood of
each animal poem selected by Whipple. The
book is now available in paperback.
Yolen, Jane. Sleep Rhymes Around the World.
lllustrated by artists from around the world.
Boyds Mill Press, 1994. ISBN 1-56397-243-3.
Yolen has created phonetic transliterations of
each gentle rhyme in its original language,
along with the English translation next to it.
SINGLE AUTHORS
(Note: Each author is purposely limited to one
book. Many of them have written twenty or
thirty books of poetry. The hope is that this list
will provide the opportunity to get acquainted
with many authors. If you find an author you
especially enjoy, find out what other books
that author has written, and perhaps one of
these other books will be more pleasing than
the one on the list.)
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Adoff, Arnold. In for Winter, Out for Spring.
Illustrated by Jerry Pinlmey. Harcourt, 1991.
ISBN 0-15-238637-8.
Prolific poet Adoff has written twenty-five
books of poetry. Known for the way he
"shapes" each poem on the page, he writes on
many topics. This book focuses on the changes
in the seasons.
Aldis, Dorothy. The Secret Place and Other
Poems. Illustrated by Olivia H. H. Cole.
Scholastic, 1962.
Short poems for young children about
everyday things like sliding on ice, having a
cold, and kicking a stone.
Ahlberg, Janet and Allan. Each Peach Pear Plum.
Illustrated by Janet and Allan Ahlberg.
Scholastic, 1978. ISBN 0-590B31621-4 (also
available as a board book as of 1999).
A charming "I Spy" game in rhyme with a
cleverly half-hidden answer to the game on
each page.
Begay, Shonto. Navajo. Illustrated by Shonto
Begay. Scholastic, 1995. ISBN 0-590-461532.
Lyric unrhymed poetry and wonderful art
capture the feeling of Navajo life past and
present.
Behn, Harry. Crickets and Bullfrogs and Whispers
of Thunder. Illustrated by Harry Behn.
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1984. ISBN 0-15220335-2.
Fifty of Behn's poems, selected by Lee
Bennett Hopkins, show Behn' s rhymed verses
about beautiful images, make-believe and
familiar objects.
Bryan, Ashley. Sing to the Sun. Illustrated by
Ashley Bryan. Harper Collins, 1992. ISBN 006-020829-5.
Winner of the 1993 Lee Bennett Hopkins
Poetry Award, this is a collection of poems
and pictures celebrating all aspects of life.
Bryan's concise, unrhymed style is as bright as
his pictures.
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Bunting, Eve. Red Fox Running. Illustrated by
Wendell Minor. Clarion, 1993. ISBN 0-39579723-3.
A rhyming text describes the fox's hunt for
food on a wintry day.
Carroll, Lewis. Jabberwocky and More Nonsense.
illustrated by Simms Taback. Dell, 1964.
An old paperback edition of some of Carroll's
nonsensical rhyming stories. Feel free to pick
your own favorite illustrated version of
"Jabberwocky."
Cassedy, Sylvia. Roomrimes. Illustrated by
Michele Chessare. Thomas Y. Crowell, 1987.
ISBN 0-690-04466-6.
From top to bottom, Cassedy's poems explore
the rooms in a house. Her verses abound in
unusual, vivid choices of words, as in the
poem about a boy imagining what is making
noises in the closet.
Causley, Charles. Early in the Morning. illustrated
by Michael Foreman. Viking, 1986. ISBN 0670-80810-5.
Winner of the 1987 British Signal Poetry
Award. In this book, Causley writes poems
after the style of nursery rhymes. Twenty of
the rhymes have been set to music by
composer Anthony Castro.
Chandra, Deborah Balloons and Other Poems.
illustrated by Leslie Bowman. Farrar, Strauss
Giroux, 1990. ISBN 0-374-30509-9.
Chandra's unrhymed verses capture a diversity
of subjects-balloons, fireworks, the sea,
snowfall-all in the thoughtful, concise
language of poetry.
Ciardi, John. You Read to Me, I'll Read to You.
Illustrated by Edward Gorey. J.B.Lippincott,
1962. ISBN 0-397-30645-8.
Ciardi invites readers to join in reading his
light-hearted rhyming verse about both real
and fantastic situations.
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Degen, Bruce. Jamberry. lllustrated by Bruce
Degen. Harper and Row, 1983. ISBN 0-0602146-3.
A rollicking rhyming celebration of berries of
all kinds, real and made up.
Dr. Seuss (Theodore Geisel). Horton Hatches the
Egg. lllustrated by Dr. Seuss. Random House,
1940. ISBN 394-80077-X.
One of the ever-popular rhymed stories by Dr.
Seuss.
Edwards, Richard. A Mouse in My Roof lllustrated
by Venice. Delacorte, 1988. ISBN 0-38530035-2.
Edwards' light-hearted verse is witty and
imaginative as he focuses on a wide variety of
topics, from a maggot in an apple to Percy PotShot, who destroyed the world.
Esbensen, Barbara Juster. Words With Wrinkled
Knees. lllustrated by John Stadler. Harper
Collins,
1986. ISBN 0-690-04504-2.
Esbensen's collection of animals ties the sound
nd rhythm of animals' names to the
characteristics of each animal-hence the
word elephant has wrinkled lmees.
Fleischman, Paul. Joyful Noise: Poems for Two
Voices. lllustrated by Eric Beddows. Harper
and Row, 1988. ISBN 0-06-021852-5.
The Newbery award-winning book of poetry
for two voices that recreates the sounds,
rhythms, and life-style of insects.
Fisher, Aileen. When It Comes to Bugs. lllustrated
by Chris and Bruce Degen. Harper and Row,
1986. ISBN 0-06-021819-3.
Fisher's rhymed verse gives an insight into
what bugs might think about if they could
think.
Florian, Douglas. Laugh-eteria. lllustrated by
Douglas Florian. Harcourt Brace, 1999. ISBN
0-15-202084-5.
This prolific artist and author, who has written
witty and imaginative poetry about such topics
as fish, winter and birds, turns to laughter as a
theme.
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Grossman, Bill. Donna a 'Neeshuck Was Chased
By Some Cows. lllustrated by Sue Truesdell.
Harper and Row Publishers, 1988. ISBN 0-06022158-5.
Readers rush through this rhyming story to
discover that the reason Donna is being chased
was given on the first page.
Gunning, Monica. Not a Copper Penny in Me
House. lllustrated by Frane Lessac. Boyds Mill
Press, 1999. ISBN 1-56397-793-1
Gunning captures the rhythm of island speech
as she describes life in the Caribbean.
Heller, Ruth. A Cache of Jewels and Other
Collective Nouns. lllustrated by Ruth Heller.
Grosset and Dunlap, 1987. ISBN 0-48819211-X.
Heller's rhymed definition and examples of
collective nouns is as brilliant as the colors in
her illustrations. This is only one of her vivid
books on parts of speech.
Hoberman, Mary Ann. A House is a House for Me.
lllustrated by Betty Fraser. Puffin, 1982. ISBN
0-14-050394-3.
Hoberman expands the concept of the word
house in her limerick-style poem about all
kinds of houses.
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Good Rhymes, Good Times.
lllustrated by Frane Lessac. HarperCollins,
1995. ISBN 0-06-023499-7.
This playful collection of poems about events
in a child's life captures the delight and
wonder with which children view the world
Hughes, Langston. The Dream Keeper and Other
Poems. lllustrated by Brian Pinkney. Alfred A.
Knopf, 1996. ISBN 0-679-88347-9.
Hughes' book of hopes and dreams first
appeared in 1932, and his poems continue to
speak for all people.
Ivimey, John W. Three Blind Mice. lllustrated by
Paul Galdone. Clarion Books, 1987. ISBN 089919-481-8.
Ivimey has created verses that tell what
happened before and after the three blind mice
had their tails cut off.
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Jacobs, Leland B. Is Somewhere Always Far
Away. lllustrated by John E. Johnson. Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, 1967.
Jacobs' whimsical poems (incidentally, Jacobs
was a master at reciting poetry-his audiences
were spellbound) tell of the many places and
experiences children enjoy.
Johnston, Tony. An Old Shell: Poems of the
Galapagos. lllustrations by Tom Pohrt. Farrar
Straus Giroux, 1999. ISBN 0-374-35649-1.
The Galapagos is a pretty specialized and not
too well known topic, but the poetry is well
worth reading, and perhaps it will motivate
readers to discover other poetry by Tony
Johnston.
Keats, Ezra Jack. Over in the Meadow. Four
Winds Press, 1971. ISBN 0-590-07197-1.
Keats' illustrations fit the mood and lilt of this
folk rhyme that starts with vigor and winds
down at the end of the day as the fireflies
"light up the soft shady glen."
Kuskin, Karla. Roar and More. lllustrated by
Karla Kuskin. Harper and Row, 1980. ISBN 006-23543-8.
This poem of animal sounds is Kuskin's first,
written for a college project. It should lead
you to her other books, such as Dogs and
Dragons, Trees and Dreams or Near the

Window Tree.

Lear, Edward. An Edward Lear Alphabet.
lllustrated by Carol Newsom. Lothrop, Lee
and Shepard Books, 1983. ISBN 0-688-009646.
Lear wrote humorous nonsense rhymes about
the alphabet that child writers easily imitate.
Newsom's mice add fun and continuity to
Lear's creation.
Lear, Edward. The Owl and the Pussycat.
lllustrated by Jan Brett. G.P. Putnam's Sons,
1991. ISBN 0-399-21925-0.
Breaking my own rule about one book per
author, Jan Brett's illustrations add a parallel
visual romance to Lear's that shouldn't be
missed.
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Lewis, Patrick. A Hippopotamusn 'to lllustrated by
Victoria Chess. Dial Books, 1990. ISBN 08037-0518-2.
Lewis writes about all members of the animal
kingdom in rhymed verse that is joyful and
witty.
Livingston, Myra Cohn. A Song I Sang to You.
lllustrations by Margo Tomes. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1984. ISBN 0-15-277105-0.
Livingston's short rhymed and sometimes
unrhymed verses capture the feelings of
children.
McCord, David. One at a Time. lllustrations by
Henry B. Kane. Little Brown, 1947. ISBN 0316-55516-9.
This book is McCord's collected works for
children-a large collection on a variety of
topics.
McGough, Roger. An Imaginary Menagerie.
lllustrated by Tony Blundell. Viking Kestrel,
1988. ISBN 0-670-82350-9.
British poet McGough has written witty poems
containing wonderful plays on words as he
writes about real and imaginary animals.
McNaughton, Colin. Wish You Were Here (And I
Wasn't). Candlewick Press, 2000. ISBN 07636-0271-X.
McNaughton's theme is globe trotting, and he
fills the book with real and imaginary
adventures for travelers.
Merriam, Eve. Jamboree. lllustrated by Walter
Gaffney-Kessel. Dell, 1984. ISBN 0-44044199-4.
With rhymed and unrhymed verses, this
prolific writer celebrates weather, animals,
children, grownups and places. Don't miss
some of her many other volumes of poetry.
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Michelson, Richard. A Book of Flies Real or
Otherwise. TIlustrations by Leonard Baskin.
MarshalI Cavendish, 1999. ISBN 0-76145050-5.
Michelson's approach to flies is both
whimsical and informative. The rhymed verses
and colored illustrations play on the names of
each fly; each verse is followed by a page
showing a drawing of the actual fly and gives
interesting factual information about it.
Milne, A.A. The World of Christopher Robin.
TIlustrated by E.H. Shepard. E.P. Dutton,
1958. ISBN 0525-43292-2.
All the poems about Christopher Robin are in
this book. It's a wonderful collection of
familiar and unfamiliar poems for Winnie-thePooh fans.
Mole, John. Boo to a Goose. TIlustrated by Mary
Norman. Peterloo Poets, 1987. ISBN 0905291-90-5.
Another Signal Award winning book (British
award) for 1998. Words used in the poetry are
a bit more unusual than those used by U.S.
writers, and the graphics are not as flamboyant
as those in U.S. books.
Moore, Lilian. Something New Begins. TIlustrated
by Mary Jane Dunton. Atheneum, 1982. ISBN
0-689-30818-3.
This is a wonderful collection, beginning with
fifteen of her new poems and continuing with
poems from earlier works.
Norris, Leslie. Norris's Ark. TIlustrated by John
Elwyn. Tidal Press, 1988. ISBN 0-930954-297.
Brigham Young University's own poet-inresidence wrote most of these poems for a
BBC radio program for children. Subjects of
the poems are animals and country living.
O'Neill, Mary. Hailstones and Halibut Bones:
Adventures in Color. TIlustrated by Leonard
Weisgard. Doubleday, 1961. ISBN 0-38507911-7.
This collection often appears in anthologies
and is a favorite to inspire children to write
their own feelings about color.
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Owen, Gareth. Song of the City. Illustrated by
Jonathan Hills. Williams Collins, 1985. ISBN
0-00-184846-1.
Signal Poetry Award winner for 1986. City
poems of England in the eighties seem more
civilized and less violent than city poems of
the U.S.
Prelutsky, Jack. The New Kid On The Block.
TIlustrated by James Stevenson. William
Morrow, 1989. ISBN 0-688-02271-5.
Prelutsky is an old "kid on the block" now, but
readers do not tire of discovering poems that
tell about things they never thought about and
creatures they have never heard of. As well as
being one of the most active collectors of
anthologies, he has invented baby U ggs,
explored the world of dragons, etc. Don't miss
some of his many other inventive books of
poetry.
Riley, James Whitcomb. Little Orphant Annie.
TIlustrated by Diane Stanley. G.P. Putnam's
Sons, 1983. ISBN 0-399-20904-2.
Riley's Victorian poem still holds the attention
of children as a read-aloud story.
Rosen, Michael. The Best of Michael Rosen.
TIlustrated by Quentin Blake. Wetlands Press,
1995. ISBN 1-57143-046-6.
One of England's recognized poets, Rosen
creates patterns in his poetry without rhyme.
He uses word play and repetition as he
recreates the feelings he had as a child.
Rounds, Glen. I Know an Old Lady Who
Swallowed a Fly. TIlustrated by Glen Rounds.
Holiday House, 1990. ISBN 0-8234-0814-0.
Rounds' Picasso-like line drawings add a
hilarious dimension to the familiar chant about
an old lady who swallowed a fly.
Sandburg, Carl. Poems for Children Nowhere
Near Old Enough to Vote. TIlustrations by
Istvan Banyai. Alfred A. Knopf, 1999. ISBN
0-679-8890-6.
A recently discovered group of poems for
children by Sandburg. They invite the reader
to look at familiar objects and our own eyes,
ears, and nose in new ways.
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Sendak, Maurice. Chicken Soup With Rice: A Book
of Months. Illustrated by Maurice Sendak.
Scholastic, 1962.
Sendak takes the reader through each month,
"sipping once, sipping twice, sipping chicken
soup with rice."
Schertle, Alice. I Am the Cat. Illustrations by Mark
Buehner. Lothrop, Lee and Shepard, 1999.
ISBN 0-688-13153-0.
Accompanied
by
Buehner's
playful
illustrations (look for hidden animals on every
page), Schertle describes the egotistical,
independent, mysterious, and teasing cat.
Sierra, Judy. Antarctic Antics: A Book ofPenguin
Poems. Illustrated by Jose Aruego and Ariane
Dewey. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 0-15201006-8.
A book that will provide fun and frolic to first
graders in Utah in their new social studies
curriculum, which adds a worldview to each
age level.
Silverstein, Shel. Where The Sidewalk Ends.
Illustrated by Shel Silverstein. Harper and
Row, 1974.
The well-known collection of witty, fanciful
and sometimes outrageous poems by
Silverstein.
Singer, Marilyn. Turtle in July. lllustrated by Jerry
Pinkney. Macmillan, 1989. ISBN 0-02782881-6.
Singer's free verse catches the life and feeling
of a different animal for each season.

Viorst, Judith. If I Were in Charge of the World
and Other Worries. Illustrated by Lynne
Cherry. Atheneum, 1983. ISBN 0-689-308639.
A book of poems that might help someone turn
worries into laughter. Viorst published another
book for children and their parents in 1995
entitled, Sad Underwear and Other
Complications, which has the same purpose of
helping children to laugh at themselves.
Worth, Valerie. All the Small Poems. Illustrated by
Natalie Babbitt. Farrar,Strauss Giroux, 1984.
ISBN 374-40344-9.
Worth writes brief poems that capture the
essence of whatever object or animal she
describes. Her free verse makes the ordinary
extraordinary.
Yolen, Jane. Bird Watch. lllustrated by Ted Lewin.
Penguin Putnam, 1990. ISBN 0-698-11776-X.
Vivid, unrhymed descriptions of birds make
this collection a celebration of the winged
creatures that make us envious of their ability
to fly.
Zolotow, Charlotte. Everything Glistens and
Everything Shines. lllustrated by Margot
Tomes. Harcourt Brace, 1984. ISBN 0-15226488-4.
Zolotow sees things in ways that are
understood by children. She talks about such
things as animals, people, seasons, and
bedtime thoughts.

Stevenson, Robert Lewis. A Child's Garden of
Verses.lllustrated by Brian Wildsmith. Oxford
U. Press, 1988. ISBN 0-19B276065-3.
This is one of many illustrated versions of
Stevenson's poetry; pick your favorite.
Updike, John. A Child's Calendar. lllustrated by
Trina Schart Hyman. Holiday House, 1999.
Trina Schart Hyman's illustrations add the
continuity of a multiracial family's activities
for each of the twelve months of the year in
twelve poems.
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Uri Shuievitz: The Artist Whose Illustrations Have Life
By Lillian H. Hell
Professor Emeritus
Department of Teacher Education
Brigham Young University

In a question and answer session at the
SJ111Posium for Young Readers at Brigham Young
University (summer 2000), Uri Shulevitz was
asked if intentionally created his buildings, trees
and other objects to appear as if they have faces.
He replied that he tried to make them seem alive.
Bringing life to stories with pictures is what
Shulevitz has been doing since he was very young,
and it was the recurring theme in all he told his
audience at BYU.
Shulevitz he began drawing on walls at the age
of one. At age four his world fell apart as the Nazis
invaded his home in Warsaw, Poland. His sole
escape was into drawings. The family fled to
Central Russia, where young Shulevitz continued
to draw with charcoal and color from flower petals,
but he remembers that he was always hungry;
money was scarce and he bought his ftrst book
with sugar cubes. When the war ended, the family
moved to Paris, where the young artist fell in love
with movies and French comic books. In 1949, he
and his family moved to Israel, where he worked at
various jobs during the day and divided the
evening between art and school. The quality of his
art was recognized in Israel; he was the youngest
artist to participate in a drawing exhibition at the
Museum of Tel Aviv. In 1959, at the age of
twenty-four, Shulevitz moved to New York City.
While in New York, he attended the Brooklyn
Museum Art School, and at twenty-six sold his
first picture book, The Moon in My Room, to the
Harper Publishing Company. One of the editors
told him that he would someday make money. He
hung his ftrst royalty check of seventy-three cents
on the wall beside a check for a million, which a
friend had given him with the proviso that it should
never be cashed. He reminisced that books then
were color separated. His illustrations for Arthur
Ransome's retelling of The Fool ofthe World and
the Flying Ship (winner of the 1969 Caldecott
Award) were his ftrst full-color project, and he had
to do several drawings of each picture (they were
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then printed on top of each other to provide the full
color). It took him six months to prepare the
dummy of the book. He commented that books
produced in this laborious fashion were not always
beautiful, but they had feeling; he added that books
now are beautiful, but they don't always have
feeling.
Amplifying on this problem, he told his
audience that children's book departments have
grown in size, federal funds have diminished, and
the publishers are more and more dependent on
bookstores for sales of their books. Unfortunately,
the chain stores are pushing the knowledgeable
people out of business, and publishers have to
attract attention of the public at all costs. As such,
they may pick someone with name recognition but
not quality, which explains why famous people
with no background in writing are authoring
children's books. Adding to the problem of quality
is the fact that large companies are swallowing up
small publishers as children's books join the mass
culture. In the past there was less pressure on
making money and more emphasis on love of
books. Unfortunately, books are now viewed as a
product to make money. When questioned,
Shulevitz didn't think everything was better in the
past or that it is worse now. Perhaps of most
importance to readers of children's books, he is not
pessimistic about the future.
Returning to the picture books created by
Shulevitz, he showed slides from The Treasure
(1978). He explained that when the hero reaches
the city that is almost his destruction, it is actually
Prague; he is perhaps harking back to the
destruction he so vividly remembers as a four-yearold when the Nazis invaded his native Poland. In
Hosni the Dreamer, the marketplace is based on
his memory of markets in Central Asia-the
location the family fled to when they first left
Poland after the Nazi invasion. He told his
audience that the setting for Dawn was in upstate
New York. The idea for Snow started many years
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ago when he watched snow fall and melt in New
York City. The snow would keep JaIling, and little
by little the roofs became white. He wrote the
words to describe the storm in a book; years later,
when looking for ideas, he found the notes and
created Snow.
Shulevitz's books take on a life of their own.
Readers note that crooked houses and buildings
seem alive in all of these picture books. One
questioner thought he was more influenced by
architecture of the past than the present. Shulevitz
replied that he did find the older structures more
interesting; there seems to be more visual
substance to deal with in older buildings and
clothes. He found it difficult to find a soul in a
concrete building, and again emphasized the point
that to him the personal feeling is very important.
In The Treasure, take a look at the slightly
distorted cart climbing a hill; the distortion lets the
viewer feel the mighty effort it takes for the horses
to pull the cart up the slope. In Hosni, the
mountains and rocky pinnacles Hosni travels
through rival the formations in Bryce Canyon. He
told his audience that he loves dry landscapes and
prefers to live in a place where the landscape
pleases his eyes. It is easy to see how much
influence the experiences from his early years play
in creating pictures that give his stories life.
When asked which medium he prefers,
Shulevitz replied that he was very fond of using
the translucent kind of watercolor, but lately he
had been mixing ink, including colored ink with
watercolors. When asked if he draws pictures the
same size as the book or larger, he replied that he
used to do them the same size, but as his eyes have
gotten older, he works on pictures that are twenty
percent larger than the fmal book will be. His
reputation as an artist who gives life to stories is
such that editors don't ask him to submit the whole
story for a proposed book; he submits a dummy
showing the sequence and one finished picture.
When asked how he chooses the stories he
illustrates for others, he said the story has to speak
to him, again emphasizing the importance of the
feeling of the stories he chooses to make come
alive.
To Shulevitz, creating art that is alive is much
more than simply being recognized as a great artist.
He wants to create picture books that give hope to
the children who read them. In a published essay
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(Shulevitz, Uri, essay in The Illustrator's
Notebook, edited by Lee Kingman, Horn Book,
1978), Shulevitz wrote, "A picture book is not a
silly plaything. Its message, written in coded
language, reaches the child in his prison, is
understood by him while often hidden from the
adult or parent who is unwilling to listen to its true
content or is simply insensitive to it. The key to
that prison is a life-affirming attitude. Children are
very sensitive to this because their lives depend
upon it. A destructive, life-negating attitude will
not do. Neither will a saccharine approach. A
picture book does not have to be deep, but it does
have to be alive-whether it offers pleasure,joy, or
sadness. I believe this point of view is essential to
anyone in the field."
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Book Reviews
Alexander, Sally Hobart. Do You Remember Blue?
And Other Questions Kids Ask About
Blindness. Viking, 2000. ISBN 0-670-880434. $15.99. 78 pp.

* 3+ NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Alexander gradually became blind between the
ages of 24 and 26. In her book, she tells of the
fears she experienced when she realized she would
be blind and the struggles she overcame, such as
learning Braille, using a stick cane, and using a
guide dog. Alexander's inner strength and
detennination come through to the reader as she
explains the ways she strove to be as independent
as possible, despite her handicap. Book chapter
titles, in question form, include Was it scary at
first? If your eyes don't see, do they work at all?
How did you meet your husband, when you
couldn't see him? Do people treat you differently?
and Do you remember the color blue? Sally didn't
let her handicap stop her from water-skiing or
continuing to enjoy her hobbies of gardening and
playing the piano.
I grew up with a girl who was born blind. This
book would have made my interaction with this
remarkable girl more positive for both of us. I
highly recommend this book to young readers and
adults alike who wonder what it is like to be blind.
I especially enjoyed the author's conversational
writing style and tone. Alexander comes across as
a real person who deals honestly with her strengths
and weaknesses and has a great sense of humor
and positive attitude that remained intact through
dealing with her trials and challenges. Also
included in the book are photographs of Alexander
before and after she was blind, pictures of tools
blind people use to read and write, and a detailed
index. This selection will awaken readers to an
appreciation of life and the importance of visual
memory. It encourages students to ask questions
and to be honest with their own fears and feelings.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss3/11

Anderson's reflection embodies the spirit
that permeates this book:
Blindness has changed me into a new
person. It's not only taken away my
sight, but a teaching career I loved, and
many recreational activities, especially
sports. But it has given me so much. If
by some magic I were able to see again, I
would try not to give up the joys of
smelling and touching and tasting and
hearing. I wouldn't give up being a
writer, a reader, a water skier, or a
listener. My life is not easier this way,
but it is definitely better .... The two
parts of my life, my past and present, the
carefree and complex, unite, and I'm
conscious of how rich and good life is.
(pp. 65-66, 70)
The "training program" at the end of the book,
entitled "What does it feel like to be blind?" gives
teachers and parents exercises they can do with
their students and children to appreciate the
challenges blindness presents.

••••
Amstel, Marsha. Sybil Ludington's Midnight Ride.
lllustrated by Ellen Beier. Carolrhoda, 2000.
ISBN 1-57505-211-3. $21.27. 32 pp.

* 2-3 NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

If you had never ridden alone at night beyond
your farmhouse, would you have volunteered as
Sybil did? A messenger just brought the report that
the British had landed at Danbury, Connecticut,
and were burning warehouses and homes.
Ludington's army of 400 men, back on their farms
for a brief respite from the war effort, was the
closest group to help. George Washington's army
was two days away in Peekskill, New York. This
selection tells of sixteen-year-old Sybil
Ludington's long, dangerous ride on the dark and
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rainy night of April 26, 1777, to call Colonel
Henry Ludington's soldiers to action. Although
Sybil's ride is similar to the one Paul Revere took
on April 18, 1775, few people know of Sybil's
contribution to the Revolutionary War. Today, a
bronze statue of Sybil on her horse, Star, stands in
Carmel, New York.
The emotion of Sybil's determination, fear,
and courage is clearly brought to the reader in
Amstel's text and Beier's colored illustrations.
Teachers of second and third grade will find this an
excellent read-aloud selection of a true historical
event. A map of Sybil's route, an author's note,
and an afterword give supplementary information
for the teacher and reader. In a world where people
can communicate with hundreds of others
worldwide with the click of a mouse, this book
gives the parent or teacher an opportunity to
explore what life was like in the late 1700s. It
celebrates the contribution a child can make in all
ages.

••••
Anaya, Rudolfo. My Land Sings: Stories from the
Rio Grande. lllustrated by Amy Cordova.
Morrow, 1999. ISBN 0-688-15078-0. $17.00.
176pp.
A 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Laura Wadley

Award-winning Latino author Anaya brings
his formidable narrative skills to bear in this
collection of retold folktales and original stories
from New Mexico's Rio Grande Valley. Drawing
from Hispanic and Native American traditions,
Anaya tells interesting, instructive, and religious
stories-obey your parents, or the devil may take
you; obey God's instructions, or your life will end
unhappily; it is good to share.
Anaya's text is compelling and readable,
particularly for Catholic children, as the Virgin
Mary and the Lord Himself play prominent roles in
several stories. My Land Sings is a model of
multicultural storytelling, conveying culture as a
seamless part of the story rather than through
cobbled-together explanations.

Andryszewski, Tricia. The Reform Party: Ross
Perot and Pat Buchanan. Millbrook Press,
2000. ISBN 0-7613-1906-9. $25.00. 64 pp.
A 5-12 NF

Reviewed by Keith R. Westover

Andryszewski has written several books on
various current affairs topics. In this book she
explores the origins of the Reform Party, keying in
on two or three of the highest-profile personalities
affiliated with that political party. The Reform
Party traces its roots directly to Ross Perot and his
independent 1992 presidential campaign, when he
received nineteen percent of the popular vote, the
most won by any third-party candidate since Teddy
Roosevelt received twenty-seven percent of the
vote as a Progressive Party candidate in 1912.
Perot's movement became lmown as "United We
Stand America." The party was first called the
"Independence Party," but because of the
prevalence of other parties with the word
"Independent" or "Independence" in their name,
the name was changed to "Reform Party" in 1996.
Perot was, of course, the Reform Party
presidential candidate in 1992 and 1996, while Pat
Buchanan is the party's presidential candidate for
2000. The book contains brief biographies and
background on both Perot and Buchanan. The
other highly successful Reform Party member has
been Jesse Ventura who was elected governor of
Minnesota in 1998 on the Reform Party ticket. His
brief biography is also included in the book.
This well-researched book includes several
pictures of the personalities involved. The
information presented is succinct and factual. The
author does suggest several questions for the reader
to consider concerning the future of the Reform
Party, but she remains neutral and does not impose
her own feelings or philosophy on the reader. She
also includes direct quotes from statements, talks,
and writings of Perot and Buchanan. This is an
excellent introduction to the topic and should be
read by anyone interested in politics and
politicians.

• •••

++• +
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Arnold, Caroline. Easter Island: Giant Stone
Statues Tell of a Rich and Tragic Past.
Clarion, 2000. ISBN 0-395-87609-5. $15.00.
48pp.
A 4-6 NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Rapa Nui, the Polynesian name for Easter
Island, was first discovered by Jacob Roggeveen
on Easter Sunday, April 5, 1722-hence the
island's name. This book tells of the location,
discovery, and interesting archeology of this island,
which in 1966 became connected to the rest of the
world with air transportation. Thousands of people
visit Easter Island every year to see the interesting
moai, giant stone statues located throughout the
island. Easter Island is also an emergency landing
place for the U.S. space shuttle.
Arnold has produced a thorough coverage of
this interesting island and its historical cultures.
The chapters are filled with beautiful colored
photographs, also by Arnold, making the book like
an armchair tour of this far-away place. A detailed
glossary, complete pronunciations, and index are
located at the end of the book. It would be an
excellent resource for a country report project.

••••
Arnold, Marsha Diane. The Bravest of Us All.
lllustrated by Brad Sneed. Dial, 2000. ISBN 08037-2409-8. $15.99. 32 pp.
A K-3 PB

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Velma Jean, age ten, is the bravest of all the
children on Cowskin Creek. She can walk barefoot
across the sandbar patch and swim in the horse
tank that Orville John swears is full of catfish that
bite off your toes. She can stare down Alfred the
Bull when she wants to cross the pasture for
plums, break a wild colt and walk right up to Old
Peddler Jack when he drives up in his buggy to sell
his wares. Even Mama knows Velma Jean is the
bravest of all. Ruby Jane wishes she were brave
like Velma Jean, but she is afraid of almost
everything. When Peddler Jack comes to Cowskin
Creek, she hides under the bed; all she gets is dust
balls in her hair, while Velma Jean gets a handful
of licorice.
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One summer, it was so miserably hot that
Cowskin Creek dried up. "The day was hot and
sultry," the sky turned light green and lightning
split open the heavens. A tornado formed above
the dry creek bed. All the children ran for the
protection of the root cellar-all, that is, except for
Velma Jean, who sat beside the horse tank. Even
Velma Jean, the bravest of all, was scared of
something! Ruby Jane showed her own bravery as
she went out into the storm to coax Velma Jean to
take shelter.
Playfully animated watercolor illustrations
enliven Velma Jean, her brothers and sisters, and
life on Cowskin Creek. The Bravest of Us All is a
warm tale of what it means to be brave. Velma
Jean and Ruby Jane demonstrate that courage is
found in everyone, especially when they have to
look a tornado in the eye!

••••
Arrington, Frances. Bluestem. Philomel, 2000.
ISBN 0-399-23564-7. $16.99. 144 pp.
A 3-5 FI

Reviewed by Kathe Homer

When Papa has to go away, Polly (11) and
Jessie (9) are left alone with their mother in their
sod home on the prairie. One day, the girls
discover that their mother is no longer functioning;
she just rocks in her chair, neither seeing nor
hearing her daughters. Polly feels that Mother is
overcome by the loss of her babies, but she has no
idea of how to get her back. After trying for days,
they finally give up in despair. When their mean
neighbors threaten to send them off to an orphan
train, Polly is afraid her papa will never be able to
find them. The girls try to hide in the slough grass
by the river, but they become lost after a few days.
Polly refuses to give up; she is sure their papa will
return for them!
Bluestem is a gripping story for young
children. It is obviously written for them-the
vocabulary is simple, the protagonists young, and
the story short. It might be frightening, however,
for some young children to read about other
children in such a desperate situation. This book is
a good slice of history. Some of the characters
loved the prairie and were strengthened by its
beauty and wildness. Others were destroyed by it.
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The author is concise, and the story well written.
The ending seems too predictable for adults, but
comforts young readers.

••••
Bailey, Linda. Adventures in Ancient Egypt.
Illustrated by Bill Slavin. Kids Can Press,
2000. ISBN 1-550-74546-8. $14.95.48 pp.
B 4-6 PB

Reviewed by Susan Woods

Josh, Emma and Libby Binkerton accidentally
run into the dusty, dirty, grimy Good Times Travel
Agency and are transported back in time to ancient
Egypt. The children are discovered by Egyptian
soldiers inside a pyramid on the heels of tomb
robbers. They make a hasty escape, but the soldiers
are in hot pursuit. The only way the children can
return home is to finish the travel book. When they
read the words "The End," they are transported
home.
There are two story lines in the text--one
about the adventures of the three children; the
other a brief history of Egypt, the everyday life of
the people, and the construction of pyramids. The
illustrations and word bubbles give the book a
comic-book feel. A lot happens on each page, and
there are many interesting pictures of life in
ancient Egypt. The historical facts seem to be well
researched and make for a clever read.

••••
Breathed, Berkeley. Edwurd Fudwupper Fibbed
Big, Explained by Fannie. Illustrated by
Berkeley Breathed. Little, Brown, 2000. ISBN
0-316-10675-5. $14.95.48 pp.
A Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Edwurd has broken Mom's favorite blue pig
figurine and, as usual, has lied about it. Edwurd is
no stranger to lies; he's been at it his whole life.
When he explains that pigs from outer space broke
the figurine, however, things get out of hand. A
listening neighbor calls the police, military, and
dogcatcher because her friend, Mable Dill, is
missing, and the pigs from space must be
responsible! The fuss wakes a nearby alien, who

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

comes to earth to swat the perpetrator of the lie.
When Edwurd's sister, Fannie, takes the blame, the
alien immediately understands who is lying and
wishes his sister were as loving.
This story is a truly funny tale told in rhyme.
The pictures are in the "Ab shucks!" style, downhome and cute--except for the last page, which
pictures Mabel Dill in her bikini!

••••
Brennan, Linda Cotta. Marshmallow Kisses.
Illustrated by Mari Takabayashi. Houghton
Mifflin, 2000. ISBN 0-395-73872-5. $15.00.
32pp.
A All PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Two little girls experience the summer season.
Waking up to the sun, sitting on a porch swing,
painting pictures, the open door and area-rug
adorned wood floors, a day at the beach, picnics,
vegetable gardens producing a bounty of fresh
treats, water activities, parents preparing for a
neighborhood get-together, older neighbors sitting
in lawn chairs watching children play, roasting
marshmallows, fireflies at night-all are elements
that weave a relaxed, summer collage of activities
into a child's memory bank.
Simple, rhyming text and watercolor
illustrations accurately portray the summer season.
Older readers will be overcome by nostalgia.
Young readers, who delight in every season of the
year, will have imaginations stirred by the summer
activities enjoyed by the two little girls within the
pages of this delightful book!

••••
Brown, Margaret Wise. A Child is Born. lllustrated
by Floyd Cooper. Hyperion, 2000. ISBN 0786-2564-2. $16.99. 32 pp.

* Pre-2 NF

Reviewed by Doorly Mora

With its golden cover and rich AfricanAmerican colors, A Child Is Born is a multicultural
depiction of the nativity story told in verse. People
from a variety of cultural backgrounds serve as the
main characters. Through adjectives and verbs of
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worship, Brown emphasizes the joy of Christ's
birth.
A Child Is Born teaches children and adults the
joy of Christ's birth in few words. The reader takes
away lessons on Christianity, adoration, and unity,
all of which are appreciated in a world of different
religions and cultures.

••••
ByJOSEPH BRUCHAC •

lLLU STR.H ED BY

S.D. NELSON

Curly's village, and the man demanded restitution.
The soldiers came, and the chief, Conquering Bear,
was mortally wounded in the battle. Curly, feeling
he needed to help his people, went off on his own
to receive a vision. The vision showed him a man
on his horse with a red hawk flying above. It
showed that he would not die of a bullet or arrow
wound, but if he were brave and took nothing for
himself, he could help his people. When his father
heard about the vision he gave Curly his own
name, Tashunka Witco, which, translated, means
"Crazy Horse." The rest of the story is history.
An author's note at the end of the book
explains where the basis for the story is found and
also explains what historians have to say about
Crazy Horse's life. The artist is a Lakota Indian
who uses the ledger-book style to illustrate the
book. The geometrically styled, textured pictures
bring a wonderful flavor to the tale. The cover,
which pictures man, horse, and bird strung together
with a lightning bolt, is especially appealing. The
pictures and story work together to give the reader
an intimate look into the life of this great Native
American leader.

••••
Carmi, Daniela, translated by Yael Lotan. Samir
and Yonatan. Arthur A. Levine, 2000. ISBN
0-439-13504-4. $15.95. 183 pp.

© 2000 S.D. Nelson

Bruchac, Joseph. Crazy Horse's Vision. lllustrated
by S. D. Nelson. Lee & Low, 2000. ISBN 0880-00094-6. $16.95.40 pp.

* Pre+ PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

When the child was born, his mother and
father named him Curly. The first name a child
receives is not as important as the one he earns,
and so Curly spent his early days as many Lakota
children did, learning the ways and traditions of his
nation. He was quiet and adventuresome, a leader
among the boys of his age. "A Lakota boy could go
wherever he wanted, and Curly wanted to go
everywhere." They went swimming in the river,
rode horses over the plains, and scaled the highest
mountains. "Be brave," he told all his friends.
Legend says he killed his first buffalo with a single
arrow. One day, a white man's cow was killed in

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss3/11

A 5-6 FI

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Samir is a young Palestinian boy who shatters
his knee in a bicycle accident. His family takes him
to an Israeli hospital, where he is admitted to the
children's ward. Sarnir is anxious about being left
alone in what he calls the "Jews' hospital."
Although the doctors and nurses are kind to him,
he can only think about going home. As Samir
awaits the surgery that will repair his knee, he
begins to learn about the lives of his four
wardmates. Razia is in the hospital because her
father hit her during a drunken rage. Tzahi enjoys
tormenting Samir by bragging about his older
brother, an Israeli soldier. Ludmilla, who Samir
says looks like a princess, refuses to eat or speak.
Yonatan is a bookworm whose astronomer father
has passed on to him a love of stars and planets.
Despite some apprehension on both sides, Samir
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begins to fonn bonds with his wardmates,
particularly Yonatan, who likes to share his
knowledge of astronomy. Late one night, Samir
and Yonatan leave their beds and sneak off to a
room where there is a computer. There they plan
an imaginary trip to Mars that will give both of
them the chance to create a world "free from
troubles."
Carmi tells the story from Samir's point of
view. Samir describes the devastating effect his
younger brother's death has had on his family. He
expresses the desire for a life without curfews.
What is disconcerting is that violence in the
occupied West Bank has become so common that
Samir's tone, when referring to it, is matter-of-fact.
(Parents and teachers should note that there are no
descriptions of violent acts in the text; they are
merely alluded to.) There is a lot of tension
between Samir and his four wardmates. They have
been taught to see each other as an enemy. Yet as
children, they are curious to know more about each
other. As Samir learns what life is like for each of
the other four children, he begins to understand
that they, too, experience hardships. Carmi's book
is sad and often heart-wrenching, but it also shows
children as the hope for the resolution of the
Palestinian/lsraeli conflict, without being heavyhanded.
Carmi was born in Tel Aviv, Israel, but
currently lives in Jerusalem. Samir and Yonatan
received an honorable mention for the UNESCO
prize for Children's Literature in the Service of
Tolerance.

••••
Couric, Katie. The Brand New Kid. lllustrated by
Marjorie Priceman. Doubleday, 2000. ISBN 0385-50030-0. $15.95. 32 pp.
A Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

On their first day of school, friends Ellie
McSnelly and Carrie O'Toole are so excited to be
assigned to the same classroom that they are
completely oblivious to the new boy in class. Lazlo
S. Gasky not only has a strange name, he has an
accent as well. Lazlo becomes the target for the
class bullies. One day, as she leaves the school
building, Ellie observes a woman in tears. A fellow
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student tells Ellie that the sad woman is Mrs.
Gasky, who is considering pulling Lazlo out of
school. Dismayed, Ellie springs into action. At
school the next day, she invites Lazlo to play
soccer with her. Lazlo's body seems to brighten.
He suggests they play at his house. On Thursday
after school, the two walk to Lazlo' s house. Here,
they are greeted by Lazlo' s poodle and Mrs.
Gasky's warm strudel. Then, instead of playing
soccer, Lazlo and Ellie play chess. At school the
next day, Ellie defends her friendship with Lazlo.
The stunned bullies watch Carrie join Ellie and
Lazlo at play.
Rhyming text and watercolor illustrations
convey the straightforward message that people are
more alike than different.

••••
Coville, Bruce. Song ofthe Wanderer. Scholastic,
1999. ISBN 0-590-45953-6. $16.95. 330 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Cara takes a fateful jump from a church tower
on earth and lands in the wilderness of Luster,
home of the unicorns. Her grandmother was unable
to make the journey, and now Cara must find the
queen of the unicorns and ask for her help in
rescuing her grandmother.
Even though this is the second in the Unicorn
Chronicles series, I found it gave enough
background that reading the first book was
unnecessary. I was so intrigued with the story,
however, that I sought out the first book Into the
Land of the Unicorns, and read it.

••••
Curtis, Jamie Lee. Where Do Balloons Go: An
Uplifting Mystery. lllustrated by Laura
Cornell. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0-06027980-X. $16.95. Unpaginated.
A K-2 PB

Reviewed by Carla Morris

This charming story tells what happens when a
balloon flies to the sky. The inspiration, Curtis
says, came at a children's birthday party when a
little boy accidentally let go of his balloon and
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asked his mother, "Where do balloons go?" Curtis
raced home to record her thoughts on this question.
"Where do they go when they float far away? Do
they ever catch cold and need somewhere to stay?"
Written on two levels, this story also contains
the adult theme of letting go, as in ending
relationships, or other thoughts ofloss. lllustrated
in soft but luminous pastels, the balloons are given
humanistic characteristics as they are pictured
where they end up. This book also contains pages
of stickers that may be placed in the book or
elsewhere.

••••
Darling, Kathy. There's a Zoo on You. Millbrook
Press, 2000. ISBN 0-7613-1357-5. $24.90.48
pp.
A 3-5 NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Did you know that you have microscopic mites
on your eyelashes? How do modem deodorants
work? Why do mummies thousands of years old
have undecayed hair? Did you know that 90
percent of the dust in your house is really dead
human skin? Why does brushing your tongue help
get rid of bad breath? Reading this book will
answer these and many other related questions.
When a child is born, his or her body is sterile and
free of any germs. Within six hours, however, an
army of commensals, both harmless and helpful
microbes, starts to inhabit the body. There's a Zoo
on You is an interesting view of the monera,
protesta, fungi, animals, and viruses that live on
your skin and in your airways, mouth, and "guts."
Although I must admit I was a little grossed
out by these tiny microbes and what they look like,
this very informative book is written in an open,
inviting, conversational manner. I can see that this
"yuck" factor, as the publisher calls it, would
appeal to kids. Darling includes pictures made with
a transmission electronic microscope enhanced
with computer-created colors. The book also has a
detailed index. Each microbe includes its
pronunciation, and difficult words in the text are
highlighted and defined in the margins. This
selection would be very useful in providing many
ideas for youngsters for science fair displays and
reports.
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••••
Donaldson, Julia. Gruffalo. lllustrated by Axel
Scheffler. Dial, 1999. ISBN 0-8037-2386-5.
$15.99.32 pp.
A Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Mouse invents a fearsome creature called a
Gruffalo to thwart the endeavors of other
woodland creatures to eat him. After a long walk
though the forest, boasting of his friendship with
the Gruffalo to everyone he meets and sending
would-be predators scurrying, Mouse meets a real
Gruffalo. Now he must invent a way to keep the
Gruffalo from eating him!
Both the author and artist are European, but
the language reflects the fact that the book is native
to America. The story is told in rhyme. Donaldson
originally envisioned the monster to be a lion, but
he couldn't fit the work into the rhyme and so
invented a "Gruffalo." With each of Mouse's
tellings, Scheffler makes the monster bigger,
scarier, and fiercer. The result is a delightful read
that children will enjoy and laugh over. This is a
great book for story time.

••••
Elgar, Susan. The Brothers Gruesome. Illustrated
by Drahos Zak. Houghton Mifflin, 1999. ISBN
0-618-00515-3. $15.00. 32 pp.
B Pre-3 PB

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

Three grotesque brothers, covered with warts,
monstrously rude, greedy, and hideously cruel,
terrorize the countryside. They eat everything in
sight, from houses, to crops, to trees and bees,
thinking they are the biggest and the meanestuntil they meet something bigger, hungrier, and
meaner than they are. Elgar presents a lyrical tale
laced with a little dark humor that will not appeal
to those too tender to accept mother, in her
"raincoat and wellies," being eaten. Nevertheless,
for monster lovers, Zak's playfully animated
illustrations will be a sure winner. Intricately
detailed images paint a rather graphic picture of
monsters' eating habits that may frighten the very
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young but will prove to be a pure delight to those
who appreciate ghouls.

••••
Fine, Anne. Bad Dreams. Delacorte, 2000. ISBN
0-385-32757-9. $15.95. 144 pp.
A 5-7 FI

Reviewed by Laura Wadley

Melanie is a swimmer and a bookwonn who
finds in fiction all the companionship she needs.
Her teacher assigns her to help Imogen, a new
student, learn the ropes and make new friends.
Unfortunately, no one, not even the adults at the
school, wants anything to do with Imogen because
there is something very strange about her. Melanie
soon discovers that Imogen possesses a weird
"second sight" which not only allows her to see the
future, but to enter into the story of any book she
touches. How Melanie helps Imogen escape from
what is more curse than gift is the burden of this
engaging tale.
Difficult decisions and a reluctant compassion
are beautifully portrayed in this exciting, unusual
story.

••••
Ganeri, Anita. The Young Person's Guide to
Shakespeare. Harcourt Brace, 1999. ISBN 015-202101-9. $25.00. 55 pp.
A 2+ NF

Reviewed by Elneeta Timmons

This rather small book is a wonderful source
for finding out about William Shakespeare.
Occasional "Did you know?" boxes with unusual
tidbits of knowledge also make this book an
interesting read. One example explains how the
Royal Shakespeare Company used food dye,
cereal, and corn syrup to make their stage blood,
while another discusses the fines imposed on
actors in Shakespeare's company. Although the
book doesn't have much depth when looking at
Shakespeare and his works, it briefly covers the
major points of Shakespeare's life and talks about
most of his plays. Also discussed are his rivals in
play writing, the theaters of the time, the life of an
actor, and how Shakespearean plays (and most
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other plays) are produced, explaining the roles of
directors, designers and other production staff
members. The book even explains how
Shakespeare has been adapted to different time and
place settings to bring his plays to more audiences.
Well-organized and concise, this is a great
book for students interested in the Elizabethan Era,
Shakespeare, London, or even theater. Although it
may be more challenging for a beginning reader, it
is quite infonnative and is filled with marvelous
pictures. With images from modem movies
starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Jeremy Irons, and
Kenneth Branagh, and classic films starring
Elizabeth Taylor, this book is a great resource that
will interest readers of all ages. Accompanying this
book is a CD with popular Shakespearean
monologues and sonnets perfonned by members of
the Royal Shakespeare Company.

••••
Garland, Michael. An Elffor Christmas. lllustrated
by Michael Garland. Dutton, 1999. ISBN 0525-46212-0. $15.99. Unpaginated.
C K-2 PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

It's Christmas Eve, and Santa's elves are
hurrying to finish the toys he will deliver.
Hieronimus Tingle, one of Santa's best workers, is
busy tightening the wheels on toy airplanes as they
come down the assembly line. He climbs into one
of the planes to admire his work and falls asleep.
Tingle accidentally gets wrapped up with the toy
airplane and is delivered as a Christmas gift to a
young boy named Joey. Homesick and far away
from his friends at the North Pole, Tingle must
find a way to get back home.
Garland's story is mediocre. The characters are
flat and have no real personality or charm. The
illustrations are really the only reason to pick up
this book. Many of them are vibrant and
imaginative and will probably be entertaining for
very small children.

••••
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Giff, Patricia Reilly. Nory Ryan's Song. Delacorte,
2000. Random House, 2000. ISBN 0-38532141-4. $15.95. 148 pp.

Haughton, Emma. Rainy Day. TIlustrated by
Angelo Rinaldi. Carolrhoda, 2000. ISBN 1575-05452-3. $15.95. 32 pp.

* 4-6 FI

A Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

For twelve-year-old Nory Ryan, home has
always been Maidin Bay on Ireland's west coast.
Motherless, Nory and her siblings await the return
of their father from his lengthy yearly fishing trips
which garner the necessary rent money to appease
Lord Cunningham, the English owner of their land
and the their neighbors' land. One morning, Nory
and her friend Sean witness the forceful eviction of
their poverty-stricken neighbor, Mrs. Neely, and
her little daughter, despite Nory's valiant and
desperate efforts to save them from debtor's
prison. Lord Cunningham and his men will stop at
nothing to clear the land of cottages and their poor
residents-people the English landlord despises.
As the stench of rotting potatoes descends on
Maidin Bay, Nory's siblings are desperate to leave
for America. Starving people are eating grass and
whatever little seaweed they can find. As Nory's
family members leave, she stays behind to care for
her little brother and to wait for her father to
return. Perhaps, then, they too can scrape together
enough money for the sea voyage to America. In
the meantime, Nory learns some healing and
survival skills from her neighbor and healer, Anna
Donnelly. These skills will prove invaluable in
bartering with Lord Cunningham for Anna's future
and make possible the survival of Nory and her
little brother.
A riveting story that comes from the author's
own family history, Nory Ryan's Song is a glimpse
into history when many Irish people left their
beautiful emerald island to escape certain death
from starvation. The story also chronicles the
fortitude of a young girl whose growing friendship
with a "feared" neighbor sets them both free.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol21/iss3/11

Reviewed by Carla Morris

Divorce is never easy on children or parents. In
Rainy Day, Nick visits his dad's apartment for the
first time. Both father and son had been planning
on visiting the fair for their first visit together, but
the day dawned rainy and gloomy.
"Come on," Dad says. "We're off."
Suddenly the sun broke through the cover
of gray. "I miss you," said Nick.
"Me, too," said Dad. "All the time. Things
will get better," said Dad. "I promise."
Nick smiled. "I know," he said. "Rainy
days aren't so bad. And they don't last
forever."
Award-winning illustrator Rinaldi captures
superb father and son scenes that look like photos.
Both refreshing and realistic, this story is a must
for every child who makes the weekend trek to
visit Dad.

••••

Hausman, Bonnie. A to Z-Do You Ever Feel Like
Me?: A Guessing Alphabet of Feelings,
Words, and Other Cool Stuff. Illustrated by
Sandi Fellman. Dutton, 1999. ISBN 0-52546216-3. $15.99. Unpaginated.
A K-5 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Feeling friendly, nervous, or proud? This
clever alphabet book will let you guess how the
children in the book are feeling. Their faces and
"stories" are clues. This unique approach to
learning letters and sounds is a sure winner. Each
page is filled with a child displaying an emotion.
Objects in the border all begin with the sound of
the emotion.
Here is an example of one of the clues. Can
you guess the feeling?
I went into the haunted house,
Because I was dared.
But it was too dark and spooky,
And now I'm s _ _ _ __
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The appealing photographs capture the spirit
of the words. This book is a fun guessing game.

••••
Rest, Amy. Love You, Soldier. Illustrated by Sonja
Lamut. Candlewick Press, 2000. ISBN 07636-0943-9. $14.99. 80 pp.

* 3-5 FI

Reviewed by Emily M. Jones

"The war came and my father left in a
uniform." Seven-year-old Katie stands with her
mother on the platform of the Pennsylvania Train
Station, waving goodbye to her father as he leaves
for the battlefront of World War II. Katie's days
thereafter are filled with visits to the local library,
homework, a rich friendship with her elderly
neighbor, and devoted letter-writing to her father
overseas. Louise, Katie's mother's dearest
childhood friend, comes to stay and soon gives
birth to a baby named Rosie. Rosie becomes the
light of Katie's life. The day comes, however,
when a telegram man appears at the doorstep and
delivers the news that Katie's father will not be
returning from the warfront.
With a storyline that could have so easily
fallen into either melodramatic hand-wringing or
oversimplification of the characters, Hest deftly
takes the middle road and tenderly composes a
story that captures all of the complex emotions of
her characters while not betraying the young agegroup for which she is directing her story. Indeed,
the deceptively simple text will allow for the
youngest reader to be easily touched by the story,
while older readers will appreciate Hest's use of
symbolism and her intimate understanding of the
emotions experienced by her characters. Lamut's
black and white pencil and watercolor "snapshot"
illustrations at the beginning of each chapter do
much to add to the setting and tone of the book.
Themes inherent to this work include coming of
age, the death of a loved one, and that "Love is
risky ... but worth it." A remarkable read.

••••
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Kimmel, Eric A. Gershon's Monster: A Story for
the Jewish New Year. Illustrated by Jon J.
Muth. Scholastic, 2000. ISBN 0-439-10839-X.
$16.95.32 pp.

* K+

PB

Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

Gershon, a baker in a town on the Black Sea,
is not always the best person he could be. He's not
downright bad, but he doesn't really pay attention
to things like keeping promises, controlling his
temper, or thanking others. What's more, he never
regrets anything he does. This is because Gershon
has a gift of being able to shed his mistakes, which
he sweeps into the basement. Each Rosh Hashanah
(New Year) he puts them all in an enormous sack
and dumps them into the sea. Gershon and his wife
want a child more than anything in the world, but
one never comes. Gershon goes to a tzaddik, a
miracle-working rabbi, and offers to pay him ifhe
will help them get a child. After prayer the tzaddik
reveals that Gershon and his wife will have twins,
but because of his thoughtlessness, in five years
Gershon will lose his temper over a missing
stocking; on this day the twins will drown in the
sea.
Gershon promises to reform and goes his way;
of course, he forgets all about his promise, but in
due course twins are born to the couple. Gershon
continues to dump his mistakes in the sea, and by
the fifth year, the sea is getting pretty filthy. One
morning Gershon, as predicted, loses his temper
over a lost sock. Suddenly, realizing what has
happened, he rushes to the sea. Sure enough, his
five-year-old twins are playing next to the shore.
Before he can get to them, an enormous monster
covered with scales--one scale per mistake
Gershon has dumped-rises from the sea. Gershon
embraces his children and begs the monster to take
him instead. Through this act of repentance the
monster is transformed into raindrops, and the
children are saved. Gershon returns home a
changed man.
This is a traditional tale about a historical
figure, Rabbi Ben Eliezar, also know as Ba'al
Shem Tov (ca. 1700-1760), the founder of the
Hasidic movement. The story builds on a literal
interpretation of an old Jewish ceremony in which
the people symbolically cast their sins into the sea
on the afternoon of Rosh Hashanah. The author of
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this retelling includes a note at the end explaining
the basis of true repentance: "Our misdeeds cannot
be forgiven unless we are truly sorry and make
every effort to right whatever wrong has been
done." Kimmel then further explains the steps to
repentance. This beautiful story, with the fmal
author's note, would make an excellent jumpingoff point for children or adults to begin a
discussion of the importance of change and
repentance in their own lives.
Muth's beautifully executed watercolors
perfectly complement this well-designed book.

••••
Kirk, David. Miss Spider's ABC. Illustrated by
David Kirk. Scholastic, 2000. ISBN 0-43913747-0. $8.95. 30 pp.

* Pre-K PB

Reviewed by Susie Quartey

Kirk has again provided excellent illustrations
and clever wording-this time to help young
children become familiar with the alphabet. My
preschooler really enjoyed it. The brilliant colors,
playful animations, and creative use of words make
this book a winner!

••••
Langton, Jane. The Time Bike. HarperCollins,
2000. ISBN 0-06-028438-2. $12.95. 176 pp.
A 3+ FI

the other books in the series. Other titles in the
series include Diamond in the Window, Swing in
the Summerhouse, and Astonishing Stereoscope.

••••
Lithgow, John. Remarkable Farkle McBride.
lllustrated by C. F. Payne. Simon & Schuster,
2000. ISBN 0-689-83340-7. $16.00. 70 pp.

* K-2 PB

Can't decide on which musical instrument to
play? Neither can Farkle McBride. Starting with
the violin, he is soon bored and wants to play the
flute, then the trombone, the xylophone, the
cymbals, and the drums. In the end, Farkle decides
he likes all the instruments. He becomes a
conductor and is finally satisfied with brass,
drums, winds, and strings making the most
remarkable sound together-music!
Lithgow's first children's book is an excellent
introduction to music, musical instruments, and the
orchestra. Words like "Deedle-de, doodle-ee
doom-pety CLANG" are rhythmic and descriptive.
The entire orchestra is pictured in a four-page pullout section at the end of the book. Each instrument
is played by very distinct-looking musicians with
facial expressions that scream personality and
individuality. Young and old musicians alike will
relate to Farkle's search for just the right
instrument.

••••

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Another incredible thing is happening at
40
Walden
Street,
Concord,
Number
Massachusetts-home of Eddy, Eleanor, Uncle
Freddie, and Aunt Alex. Eddy talks his aunt and
uncle into getting him a very expensive birthday
present-a Timuri bike in Killer Tomato Redand now it has disappeared off the front porch. A
new bike is ordered from India, but it ends up
being a time bike. Eddy and Eleanor experiment
with time travel on the bike, but it always ends up
disastrous. The bike does, however, bring them
one piece of good luck-a hundred-year-old paper.
Excellent book! Even though it is part of a
series, nothing about the book holds you back or
confuses you; after reading it, you are dying to read
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Reviewed by Carla Morris

Lynn, Sara, Diane James, and Ivan Bulloch. The
Big Book of Cool Crafts. Lerner, 1999. $5.95.
23 pp.
A K-5 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Grab some paper, paint, pasta, pencils, boxes,
or other items you have around the house, and you
are ready to create! This great craft book shows
how to make homemade gifts, playthings, and
decorations. There are excellent ideas that can be
made with everyday supplies around the house.
Each page has vivid full-color photographed
examples and easy directions. Put your hands to
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work, and PRESTO! You could have yourself a
grand time while creating a roaring lion.

••••
Many, Paul. My Life, Take Two. Walker, 2000.
ISBN 0-802-78708-8. $16.95. 188 pp.
A- 6-9 FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

One might say there is nothing new under the
sun when it comes to young adult fiction-another
alienated adolescent searching for meaning;
another child of a single parent trying to preserve
some positive memory of a lost father; another
youth at the crossroads of adulthood pausing to get
his bearings. My Life, Take Two has all this, but
Many allows the reader to see the world through
the eyes of a creative, confused, and
nonconforming teenager; he really connects with
the thoughts and speech patterns he invokes in this
book.
Sixteen-year-old Neal Thackeray has enough
trouble hanging on to ajob. Most of the forces in
the universe seem determined to undermine any of
his efforts, so why try? It is only through the
urgings of his lifelong girlfriend, Emily, that he
tries to stick out his current job. While he grapples
with the most menial tasks the boss can find for
him, Neal's thoughts reveal a repressed artist
waiting for an opportunity to burst forth. This
opportunity comes as Neal makes a film for a
school project. It turns out he has a gift for
filmmaking, and the process gives him new hope
and confidence. This process has also reconnected
him to childhood memories of his deceased father
and brings about reconciliation with his mother. As
stated earlier, the themes are not unique, but
Many's writing draws the reader into a young
man's world with its edginess, humor and pathos.
This is Many's second work (the first was
These Are the Rules), and I look forward to his
next.

••••
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Mayo, Margaret. Brother Sun, Sister Moon.
Illustrated by Peter Malone. Little, Brown,
2000. ISBN 0-316-56466-4. $16.95. 70 pp.
A 3-6 PB BI

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

St. Francis of Assisi was the son of a wealthy
cloth merchant. As a young man, he gave away
everything he owned and devoted his life to the
service of God and his fellowman. This lovely
book by Mayo and Malone tells the story of St.
Francis's life and includes some of the many
legends associated with him and his works of
charity. The first chapter in the book is a biography
of Francis, who lived from 1181 to 1226. It is
followed by eight short legends that focus on St.
Francis's unique relationships with animals. These
legends are followed by the poem The Canticle of
Brother Sun, written one year before St. Francis's
death. The final section of the book is an epilogue
that briefly mentions the canonization of St.
Francis and the building of a church in his honor,
the Basilica of San Francesco, which was seriously
damaged by earthquakes in 1997.
The text is very simple and straightforward.
The legends convey the gentle and kind nature of a
man devoted to serving others. This reader enjoyed
learning that St. Francis was the first person to
celebrate the Savior's birth by setting up a nativity
scene in a church. Malone's illustrations have a
medieval look to them and capture many of the
stylized gestures and poses seen in medieval art
forms. Overall, the text and illustrations
complement each other nicely.

••••
McElmurry, Jill. Mad About Plaid. lllustrated by
Jill McElmurry. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0688-16952-X. $!4.95. 40 pp.
A Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

In the park, Madison, accompanied by her dog,
makes a discovery: a small, empty, blue-lined,
plaid purse. Happy with her newfound treasure,
Madison skips along, but suddenly something goes
terribly wrong! The plaid from the purse creeps up
Madison's "twitching and itching" arm. Soon, she
is covered completely in plaid. Nothing helps.

27

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 21 [2000], Iss. 3, Art. 11

24 Brigham Young University
Even a burp comes out plaid, and everything and
everyone in town is affected. Madison doesn't
blame the purse. Instead, she sees a curse for what
it is and is determined to reverse it. As she turns
the purse inside out, the blue from the purse's
lining starts creeping up her arm. It too, affects
everything and everyone in town. Madison has had
enough. She sings a silly song. Soon the silliness
infects everyone in the town, and the curse is
banished, but Madison decides to keep the plaid
purse-just in case.
The text rhymes at times, and the illustrations
are cheerful and upbeat. A wonderful read aloud
story about an optimistic and open-minded little
girl.

••••
Mulvihill, Margaret. The Treasury of Saints and
Martyrs. Viking, 1999. ISBN 0-670-88789-7.
$19.95.80 pp.

* 3-6 PB BI

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

This reference work introduces the reader to
the lives of more than forty Christian saints and
martyrs, from the early apostles to the first
American saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton. Mulvihill
defmes a saint and a martyr and discusses the life
of each in one or two pages of simple text. She
explains the process of canonization (how a saint is
"made") and includes some history of the early
Christian church as well as interesting facts on
patron saints and on famous deeds attributed to the
men and women discussed in the book. The
illustrations consist of art from stained-glass
windows and paintings by El Greco, Rubes,
Holbein, and Caravaggio among others. A glossary
and a calendar of saints' days are included. The
Treasury ofSaints and Martyrs is pleasant to look
at and interesting to read.

••••
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Oughton, Jerrie. Perfect Family. Houghton
Mifflin, 2000. ISBN 0-395-98668-0. $15.00.
200pp.
A 7-9 FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

Welcome O'Neal has heretofore only "porch
sat" and talked about worldly things in the small
North Carolinia town of Lily. The year 1955
begins to change all that for this fifteen-year-old as
her "ideal" world starts to come apart. First, her
sister stuns the family by running off to California
to find her true love, movie star James Dean.
Shortly thereafter, Welcome falls in love with a
new boy, Nicholas Canton, who, her parents stress,
is not "one of our kind." Nonetheless, Welcome
pursues the relationship, and it leads to heartbreak.
Welcome ends up pregnant-not by Nicholas, but
by an old friend who serves unwittingly as a onenight proxy for her true love. In the South of the
1950s, pregnant girls don't hang around. Welcome
is sent off to live with her aunt and uncle to await
the birth of her child.
This well-written book gives us a picture of
time, place and culture, as well as the welldocumented heartache and poignancy of teen-age
pregnancy. Oughton does not compromise the
salient points to any sensational portrayal of
Welcome's one and only sexual encounter. Instead,
she portrays a sensitive young woman, her mistake,
and the challenges that follow accordingly. This
work begs comparison with Louise Plummer's
recent Dance for Three. Both authors spend
significant time developing family relationships as
a way to give the reader a deeper insight into the
protagonist. Both authors also carefully lead the
characters and readers along the path that leads
inevitably to the heart-wrenching decision of what
is best for the newborn. This is a book worth
reading and discussing.

••••
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Overend, Jenni. Welcome With Love. TIlustrated by
Julie Vivas. KanelMiller, 2000. ISBN 0916291-96-0. $15.95. 32 pp.
B+ Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Gail Bartholomew

Jake, a young boy filled with as much
excitement and curiosity as my five-year-old was
when anticipating the eminent arrival of a new
sibling, tells a beautiful story of a home birth.
While Welcome With Love is a great way to inform
youngsters of what happens when babies come,
this recommendation comes with a large caution.
Some of the illustrations, although beautiful, could
be disturbing to some parents. As I read this to my
five-year-old, I was shocked when we turned to a
picture of the whole family looking up at the back
side of their naked mother being propped up
against Dad as the baby's head crowns. My son,
however, was not fazed. Once the book was
completed, he had many questions. Did Mama
scream when she had baby brother? How did
Mama stand up when she had baby brother? Why
are mamas naked when they have babies? Did
Mama walk around a lot before baby brother
came? In my estimation the story is a good one to
prepare children for a new sibling. I do think it
would be a lot better without the one picture. It is a
story parents should have access to, with the
opportunity to decide on the appropriateness before
children see it.

••••
Ritter, John H. Over the Wall. Philomel, 2000.
ISBN 0-399-23489-6. $18.00. 312 pp.
A 6-9 FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

Baseball is Tyler's passion and outlet;
unfortunately, he is too passionate and has too
much steam to let off. Fourteen-year-old Tyler is a
promising young ballplayer trying to attract the
attention of scouts in a New York Central Park
league. What is attracting attention, however, is his
inability to control his anger. Ten years ago,
Tyler's dad accidentally ran over his baby sister
and killed her; since that time, his emotionally
crippled dad has remained aloof. Tyler's summer
trip from California to New York is ostensibly

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2000

about a baseball opportunity but turns out to be a
journey of discovery.
I believe it is only Ritter's fine writing style
that allows him to get away with biting off so much
in this rather lengthy work. Tyler's coach is a
Vietnam veteran who, taking Tyler under his wing,
relates his own history of bitterness and anger in
relation to his Vietnam experience. This allows
periodic discussions of Vietnam and the climate in
America at that time. This becomes a bit of an
obsession with Tyler and culminates in a covert
trip to the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington,
D.C. to set up his own version adjacent to the
original. Here, the title takes on a double meaning;
Tyler's desire to hit one out of the park and to
make amends by creating his own memorial to
Vietnam casualties. Ritter also waxes a bit didactic.
As mentioned, this can be overlooked because the
story reads well and feels quite natural. An
interesting and thoughtful work.

••••
Ross, Kathy. Crafts for Christian Values.
lllustrated by Sharon Lane Holm. Millbrook,
2000. ISBN 0-7613-1618-3. $24.90. 64 pp.
A- K-4 NF

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

A new easy-to-make collection of crafts by
Ross and Holm provides step-by-step instructions
for twenty-eight crafty projects that reinforce
Christian values. From the Loaves and Fishes Pin,
which reminds us to share, to the Gratitude Jar,
Bible and Sunday School teachers will delight to
share these projects with their students. Besides
being easy to do, the projects are made from
readily available household items.
Ross, with her twenty-five years of experience
as a nursery school teacher and director, is a master
at creating crafts that kids can actually make, and
Holm's simple illustrations provide a can't-miss
combination even for scissor-shy adults. Although
this book is not the best of Ross ' creative works, it
a great choice for church libraries and Christian
schools and a recommended purchase for public
libraries. Many Sunday School teachers will want
to add it to their personal1ibraries.

••••
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Rumford, James. Seeker ofKnowledge: The Man
Who Deciphered Hieroglyphs. illustrated by
James Rumford. Houghton Mifflin, 2000.
ISBN 0-395-97934-X. $15.00. 32 pp.
A PB BI

Reviewed by Susan Woods

This is a beautiful book, illustrated entirely in
strong watercolors that compare the sun-baked
Egyptian landscape of 2000 B.C. to that of gray
Europe in 1790. It is the story of Jean-Francois
Champollion, who dreamed from the time he was
eleven that he would be the first to discover the
key to reading Egyptian hieroglyphs.
Champollion filled notebooks with hieroglyphs
as he studied all the books he could fmd on Egypt.
His favorite hieroglyphic animal was the lion,
because "lion" was in his name: Jean-Francois
Champollion. At age sixteen, Jean-Francois,
having finished school, traveled with his brother to
Paris to meet scholars who were studying the
words on the Egyptian Rosetta Stone. The scholars
would not allow Jean-Francois to see the writing
on the stone. Finally, after years of study, in 1822
Jean-Francois received a package from a friend in
Egypt. The package contained the key to
translating the ancient writing.
Each page of the book has many fascinating
details to study. The artwork depicts ancient
Egyptian artifacts and examples of the writing
Champollion studies. Readers will be fascinated by
the re-created hieroglyphic symbols that are used to
form word pictures. The book is both compelling
and fascinating. The story is one of tragedy as well
as victory.

•• ••
Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter & Tabby Paint the
Porch. illustrated by Arthur Howard.
Harcourt, 2000. ISBN 0-15-201787-9. $13.00.
44pp.
A K-3 FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kuptiz

As Mr. Putter is sitting on the porch getting
ready to read a funny story to his cat, Tabby, he
notices a porch post in dire need of some fresh
paint. Putting aside the book, Mr. Putter turns his
attention to the business at hand. He decides to
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paint the porch before reading a story to his
beloved cat. Everything goes well until a squirrel
appears. Tabby chases the squirrel, and before
long, the pink porch-paint is on everything,
including the squirrel and Tabby. Mr. Putter's
neighbor, Mrs. Teaberry, joins in to undo the mess.
Soon, Mr. Putter and Mrs. Teaberry paint blue over
all the pink splotches on the porch. The job goes
well until a chipmunk appears. At this point, Mrs.
Teaberry's dog, Zeke, remembers how great he is
at chasing chipmunks. The next day, Mr. Putter
paints the porch yellow while Tabby and Zeke are
locked up inside Mrs. Teaberry's home until the
paint dries. Finally, it is story time. As Mr. Putter,
Mrs. Teaberry, Tabby, and Zeke assemble on the
porch, a pink squirrel and a blue chipmunk walk
by. Could anything be funnier than this?
Mr. Putter's adventures never fail to evoke
smiles. Great reading on a level understandable to
children and a wonderful and positive portrayal of
senior citizens. lllustrations that move the text
along are in pencil, watercolor, and gouache.

••••
Schami, Rafik, translated by Anthea Bell. Albert &
Lila. lllustrated by Els Cools and Olvier
Streich. North-South, 1999. ISBN 0-73581182-2. $15.95. 32 pp.
A K-3 PB

Reviewed by Lanell Rabner

All the pigs in the farmyard are happy except
Albert. Albert was born different from the rest of
the pigs-he has white, not pink, skin-and the
pink pigs always laugh at him. Albert spends a lot
of time alone, "dreaming of a world where all the
pigs are white." One day, Albert meets Lila, an old
chicken who can no longer lay eggs and lives in
fear of being thrown into the farmer's cook pot.
Lila asked the other farmyard hens to loan her eggs
so her nest would never be empty and even offered
to tell their chicks stories in exchange for eggs, but
no one was interested, and the rooster chased her
out of the henhouse. Lila and Albert, both outcasts,
play together all day long, despite the laughter
from the other hens and pigs. At night, they hide in
the hay until the farmer has closed up the pigsty
and henhouse; then they sit on the dung heap,
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looking at the moon, telling each other their
dreams.
One night, as they sit together in the
moonlight, Lila and Albert see a wily fox stealing
across the farmyard, heading for the henhouse.
Quickly, Albert devises a cunning plan to trick the
fox and save the hens. The angry fox, running for
his life, swears never to return to the farmyard
again. Albert and Lila are now heroes! Everyone
decides it is okay for pigs and chickens to play
together on the dung heap, but Albert still likes
Lila the best of all the animals in the yard.
A delightfully warm tale of friendship and
acceptance. Imaginative, vibrant illustrations
playfully help children understand that being
different is okay.

••••
Schroeder, Binette, translated by Rosemary
Lanning. Laura. Illustrated by Binette
Schroeder. North-South, 1999. ISBN 0-73581170-9. $15.95. 32 pp.
B Pre-l PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Laura is an unusual retelling of the Humpty
Dumpty nursery rhyme. One night Laura notices
something shimmering in the forest. She grabs her
teddy bear, Bobo, and runs to find out what it is.
Deep in the forest, she discovers Humpty Dumpty
asleep in a nest. At first, Humpty is startled by
Laura's appearance, but then he invites her to
spend the day playing with him. When night
comes, Humpty tells Laura he is afraid of the
thundersmasher birds. She leaves him Bobo for
company. During the night, a thunderstorm
awakens Laura, who fears that the thundersmasher
birds are after Humpty. She runs to the forest to
help him defend himself. Both Laura and Humpty
succeed in fighting off the birds, then fall sleep
under a tree. In the morning, Laura finds eggshells
on the ground. She cries, thinking that the birds
have eaten her friend, but soon discovers that
Humpty Dumpty has
hatched-into
a
thundersmasher bird.
There really isn't much to the text, although
Schroeder's different approach to the nursery
rhyme is refreshing. Her illustrations are the best
thing about the book. Schroeder, who is well
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known in Germany as an illustrator and painter,
has a wonderful imagination and a fine eye for
detail, especially when capturing facial
expressions. Her scenes in the forest show faces
hidden among the trees and bushes. The drawings
of Laura, her teddy bear Bobo, and Humpty
Dumpty sliding down overgrown tulips in the
forest are charming. In terms of color, Schroeder
uses mostly black, grey, and shades of blue, green,
red, and purple to create a dreamlike, occasionally
nightmarish, atmosphere. The brilliant, whimsical
illustrations are without a doubt the book's
strength.

••••
Slangerup, Erik Jon. Dirt Boy. Illustrated by John
Manders. Whitman, 2000. ISBN 0-8075-44248. $15.95. 32 pp.
A Pre-2 PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Fister Farnello escapes his clean, mean mom,
who is trying to get him into the bathtub, and runs
away to become Dirt Boy. By accident he sleeps
the first night away from home curled in the navel
of a giant, who hasn't bathed for a thousand years.
They revel in dirt for days. Birds nest in Fister's
hair; dirt and slime cover his body. Only when the
giant eyes Fister as a possible meal does Dirt Boy
run home to his mother and a sudsy bathtub, where
he is scrubbed clean.
The watercolor and gouache illustrations
brightly capture the "earth" tones: green gunk
covers the giant's teeth; mud oozes between his
toes: dirt, dust, and debris are everywhere. Visually
the reader sees that Fister and the giant delight in
getting dirty. The final spread of the clean Fister is
rendered with a slightly different style. Fister has
learned to appreciate being safe and clean, but he
is probably not through being Dirt Boy. A good
choice for read aloud or bedtime. Children will
want this one read again and again.

••••
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Steiner, Joan. Look-Alikes Jr. Illustrated by Joan
Steiner and Thomas Lindley. Little, Brown,
1999. ISBN 0-316-81307. $13.95. 32 pp.
A K-2 PB

Reviewed by AnnMarie Hamar

Steiner uses more than seven hundred
everyday objects, such as pencils, buttons, dog
biscuits, and crayons, to create eleven everyday
scenes from a kitchen to a classroom to a farm. A
short rhyme introduces each double-page spread.
Steiner uses the rhyme as a way to help children
start their search for as many objects (or what she
calls "look-alikes") as they can by giving the name
of one item to look for in the picture.
Steiner's book is very imaginative and
original. She shows kids how one object can be
used in several ways, for example, cookies used as
wall hangings in one picture but as throw pillows
or seat cushions in another. Pencils are used as
picket fences, crayons as bedposts, and potholders
as area rugs and living room furniture. The
illustrations of each scene consist of Thomas
Lindley's color photographs. At the back of the
book are several suggestions for searching contests
and a key listing each look-alike found in each
scene.

••••
Strauss, Linda Leopold. A Fairy Called Hilary.
lllustrated by Sue Truesdell. Holiday House,
1999. ISBN 0-8234-1418-3. $15.95. 96 pp.
B 2-5 FI

Reviewed by Kathe Homer

Caroline is surprised and delighted when a real
fairy suddenly appears. The fairy, Hilary, certainly
doesn't look like a fairy; instead, she looks like a
normal ten-year-old girl. When Caroline's parents
are finally convinced by her magic that she is a real
fairy, Hilary settles in and becomes part of the
family-livening up Halloween trick-or-treating,
surprising the local bullies who try to destroy
Caroline's snowman, bringing real magic to a
birthday party magician's act, etc.
This is the story of many a child's dream
fantasy and is treated as such. It is a simple story
that should please the seven- through ten-year-olds
in the family. The magic used is not BIG magic,
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because if anyone else finds out Hilary is a fairy,
she will not be able to stay with Caroline. Hilary
uses just enough magic to make life more lively
and interesting. This is for the very young reader
and is fun, but very light reading.

••••
Trottier, Maxine. Native Crafts: Inspired by North
America's First Peoples. Illustrated by
Esperanca Melo. Kids Can Press, 2000. ISBN
1-550-74854-8. $12.95.40 pp.
A 3+ NF

Reviewed by Susan Woods

The first people of North America made all
their clothing, built their homes, grew and
produced their food, and did it all by hand. They
learned to use items they found in nature to
produce functional, as well as beautiful, objects.
Today, many people still create these
traditional crafts. You can create some, too, by
following the detailed instructions found in this
easy-to-understand book. Photographs and
drawings accompany each item to aid in the
creating process. Instructions are included for seed
and bead jewelry; bear-claw jewelry using selfhardening clay and strong cord; clay pinch pots to
make and paint; a cardboard totem pole; a corncob
doll; a rattle, drum, bull roarer, and rasp. If you
have always wanted your own custom-fitted leather
moccasins, you will find clear pictures and
instructions to help you make a pair.
Some projects require adult help; others are
simple enough for third graders to complete.
Supply lists are simple and objects inexpensive.
Many can be found in the classroom and at home.
Others can easily be purchased from craft and
variety stores.

••••
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lively illustrations, will take some ofthe dread out
of Shakespeare for the pre-teen crowd and will
provide the basics to help them understand
characters, plot, and action.

••••
Wojtowycz, David. Animal Antics from 1 to 10.
lllustrated by David Wojtowycz. Holiday
House, 2000. ISBN 0-8234-1552-X. $16.95.
32pp.
A Pre-l PB

©2000 Marcia Williams

Williams, Marcia. Bravo, Mr.
William
Shakespeare. lllustrated by Marcia Williams.
Candlewick Press, 2000. ISBN 0-7636-1209X. $16.99. 32 pp.
B+ 2-4 PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

This elementary approach to Shakespeare
provides brief plot summaries of seven plays: As
You Like It, Antony and Cleopatra, Richard III,
Twelfth Night, King Lear, The Merchant o/Venice,
and Much Ado About Nothing. Each summary
follows a story board format with the action
described below each cell; each watercolor, pen,
and ink cell provides snippets of original dialogue.
The borders of the pages are filled with audience
members and their commentary. Williams has used
a lively jewel tone palette to depict comedies, an
earth tone palette for history, and a dark palette for
tragedies. She also chose dark colored clothing for
most villains.
Although probably not a book to which
children will flock without some prompting,
Bravo, Mr. William Shakespeare will certainly aid
parents and teachers who are introducing
Shakespeare to their seven to eleven-year-olds.
Whether exploring Shakespeare in the classroom
or preparing for a movie or a life theatre
performance, this book, with its simple text and
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Reviewed by Maren Purcell

Wojtowycz brings us a comical counting book
depicting animals at a hotel. Making use of
alliteration, the sparse text rolls off the tongue.
"Four frightened frogs" flee from ghosts, "six
sleep-walking skunks" scavenge for food and
saunter across the ceiling, and "eight energetic
eagles" exercise in the hotel's gym. The lively
illustrations, done in bold, bright colors tell most of
the story and are sure to elicit at least a few
giggles. Young readers will enjoy the rhythmic text
and humorous paintings as they practice their
counting.

••••
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Book
Pair
By Sarah Olson
The Twelve Dancing Princesses
Folktalke Versions
Fitchett, Gordon. The Twelve Princesses.
lllustrated by Gordon Fitchett. Phyllis
Fogelman, 2000. ISBN 0-803-72474-8.32 pp.
All.
Allen, Debbie. Brothers ofthe Knight. lllustrated
by Kadir Nelson. Dial, 1999. ISBN 0-80372488-8. 40 pp. All.
The Twelve Princesses and Brothers of the
Knight are both retellings of the Brothers Grimm
classic The Twelve Princesses. The storyline of the
first runs much as it generally does-twelve
princess sisters are locked in their room every
night, but every morning their shoes are
mysteriously worn out. The king offers the hand
of one of his daughters as a reward to the man who
can discover what is happening each night; if
unsuccessful, however, the penalty is death. An
old soldier decides he wants to accept the
challenge and, armed with a cloak to make him
invisible, he is able to discover the princesses'
secret-they disappear through a trap door in their
room to go dancing in an enchanted land! He
informs the king, wins a princess's hand, and lives
wealthily ever after.
Brothers of the Knight turns the story with a
hip twist; the princesses are actually twelve boys
living with their preacher father, Brother Knight.
When they go off dancing, they swing the night
away at the Big Band Ballroom. In this tale, the
old soldier is replaced by Sunday, a spunky
housekeeper determined to discover the boys'
secret. Sunday confronts the boys about their
dancing, and they confess; they hid it from their
father for fear he would disapprove. Sunday
blames the father for their secrecy, and in tum he
confesses that he used to cut the rug, too. They all
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dance the funky chicken and live happily ever
after.
What makes these two works unbelievablewhat makes them worth your going out of your
way to find them-are the playful illustrations.
Fitchett's add a new angle to The Twelve
Princesses tale. The main characters in his story
aren't merely beautiful princesses, they are
beautiful duck princesses. Their hair, their
clothing, their regal poses-all reflect the rich
attention paid by Fitchett to the illustrations. They
tell a beautiful and enchanting story in their own
right. Never have fowl looked less foul. The rich
figures in Nelson's illustrations in Brothers of the
Knight almost dance off the page, inspiring the
reader to boogie with them. The Big Band
Ballroom scene will take your breath away!
Individually, these books are amazing.
Presented together, they are model examples of
what life and humor can still be added to our
traditional fairy tales.
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New in Paperback
By Sarah Olson
Student
Brigham Young University
The following books have recently appeared in
paperback, either for the first time or after a long
absence from the marketplace. All are
recommended.
Adoff, Amold. Malcolm X illustrated by Rudy
Gutierrez. HarperTrophy, 2000. ISBN 0-06442ll8-X. $4.25. 53pp. Grades3-6. An
influential African-American leader of the
midtwentieth century, Malcolm X, is
introduced in this short biographical work. The
story follows his life from just before to his
birth, to his murder, to even today. Adoffhas
told the story respectfully and, besides some
concluding generalizations, with relative
objectivity. He does not skip or glorify
Malcolm's dishonesty and drug use, and he
makes a point to include Malcolm's later
abstinence and condenmation of such things.
The tone, pace, and diction make this work
suitable for introducing Malcolm X to the
older elementary school children of today.
Alcock, Vivien. The Monster Garden. Houghton
Mifflin, 2000. ISBN 0-618-00337-1. $4.95.
164 pp. Grades 3-6. Frances "Frankie" Stein
is the only girl in an English family of
scientists. Her father, a molecular biologist,
smiles when he notices she is around but
otherwise doesn't speak to her. Frankie thinks
girls make him uncomfortable. When she
finagles a lump of cells from her brother,
giving in return a promise not to tell that he'd
stolen it, she accidentally creates a little
monster. Horrified by her success, she
confides in a small circle offriends. Together
they watch as "Monnie" grows into a large,
web-footed creature. Frankie struggles to keep
Monnie a secret from her family until one day
she must bring the little monster to the ocean
to let it go free. In the end, Frankie learns
about loving and letting go and, in the process,
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draws closer to the father she never really
knew. Although the early descriptions of
Monnie are truly horrible, this is an
entertaining story with a surprisingly tender
ending.
Appelbaum, Diana. Giants in the Land. lllustrated
by Michael McCurdy. Houghton Mifflin,
2000. ISBN 0-618-03305-X. $6.95. 32 pp.
Grades 3+. Giants in the Land is an
informative work that describes the choosing
and harvesting of giant trees for masts in the
King's Navy during colonial times. The
striking black and white scratch illustrations
begin on the cover and continue throughout
the book, instilling in the reader an awe for the
sheer size of trees, masts, and the ships they
built. McCurdy depicts a colonial New
England of grand proportions. This is an
incomparable work; I cannot imagine it being
done better.
Ariane. Small Cloud. illustrated by Annie
Gusman. Walker, 1996. ISBN 0-8027-74903.$5.95. 24 pp. Grades K-3. Small Cloud is
the misty child born from the Singing River
and Big Sun in this folk presentation of the
water cycle. When Small Cloud is old enough,
he journeys across the world and meets other
small clouds. Together, they create a dark rain
cloud, which pours down on the needy earth
below. After Small Cloud gives himself to the
earth, he is born again from Singing River and
Big Sun to begin the cycle again. The ruby
illustrations draw attention away from the
underlying complications of the text. This
would be a good introduction for a simplified
discussion of the water cycle.
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Bunting, Eve. A Day's Work. lllustrated by Ronald
Himler. Clarion, 1997. ISBN 0-395-84518-1.
$5.99.32 pp. Grades K-4. Fransisco is a young
boy who must translate English for his
Spanish-speaking grandfather so the two of
them can get a day of work. When Fransisco
and his abuelo are given the chance to work
gardening, Fransisco promises the boss that he
and his grandfather know all about it. But at
the end of the long, hard day, pleased with
their work, Fransisco and his grandfather
discover they'd pulled the flowers and left the
weeds! It is now that the true teaching begins;
the grandfather teaches Fransisco, "We do not
lie for work," and the two of them promise to
come back and do their work right. The words
and illustrations in this book ring with the
truth and warmth of the immigrant
experience-while the children are needed to
escort their elders through society as
translators, the elders can still teach the
children the values that hold society together.
Cannon, Janel!. Trupp. lllustrated by Janell
Cannon. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 0-151695-3. $7.00. 32 pp. Grades Pre-3. Truppisa
Fuzzhead, a catlike creature with an amazing
gift for languages that, when an adult, will be
six feet tall. Trupp lives with his family behind
the red cliffs, until he decides he wants to see
what the world is like. Warned about humans,
he is advised to find clothing and wear it,
because then humans will think he is one of
them. On his travels, he meets a raven named
Krok and Bernice, a kind, homeless woman
who knows what Trupp really is. Together in
the city, Trupp is able to do a service for
Bernice, and in turn, Bernice is able to serve
him. Trupp misses his family, though, and says
a thankful goodbye to his new friends Bernice
and Krok before he dances off into the
distance. The Fuzzheads are strange but
captivating in a beautiful way. This book is
especially worth reading for the illustrations,
which jump out at the reader, and for Bernice,
who, maybe unintentionally, speaks a deeprooted truth about the marginality of the
homeless in our society. All in all, this is a
kind of stunning book that may leave you
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without words but with a desire to read it again
and again.
Eckert, Allan W. Return to Hawk's Hill. Little,
Brown and Company, 1998. ISBN 0-31600689-0. $5.95. 192 pp. Grades 3-6. Twentysix years after winning a Newbery Honor
award, Eckert wrote this sequel to Incident at
Hawk's Hill. This book picks up where
Incident ended-and the first few pages are a
well-written recap of the previous book. To
understand and enjoy Return, one does not
have to have read Incident, but those who
haven't yet will want to. Return to Hawk's Hill
centers on the MacDonald family and their
young son, Ben. When the villain Burton
shows up near the family's home on Hawk's
Hill, Ben runs away and hides in a rowboat on
the river. Unfortunately, the boat has no oars,
and Ben cannot bring it to shore. He is carried
downriver until a tribe of Metis Indians rescue
him. As this book chronicles the MacDonalds'
search for their beloved Ben, it teaches an
important lesson-strength, warmth, and
charity can come from all people, regardless of
ethnicity, race, or culture.
Goffstein, M. B. Goldie the Dol/maker. lllustrated
by M. B. Goffstein. Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
1997. ISBN 0-374-427405-2. $4.95. 55 pp.
Grades 3-6. Goldie Rosenzweig's dolls are
famous for their sweet, friendly smiles. Goldie
can create these masterpieces because she
understands that she isn't making toys, she's
making friends. Goffstein' s subtle text and
soft, modest illustrations make this awardwinning work a joy to read.
Hoberman, Mary Ann. The Seven Silly Eaters.
lllustrated by Marla Frazee. Harcourt Brace,
2000. ISBN 0-15-202440-9. $6.00. 32 pp.
Grades K-3. Mrs. Peters is the mother of a
growing family that are wonderful in every
way-except in their eating; they are all picky
eaters! The oldest will only take his milk
warm, the second will only drink freshly
squeezed lemonade, the third only eats
applesauce, all the way down until the seventh
Peters child. It is evident that Mrs. Peters loves
her children, but she is going CRAZY trying
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to feed their individual tastes. On Mrs. Peters'
birthday, the children want to make her a meal
with each of their favorite foods. It is a
disaster! The seven silly eaters shove the
concoction into the oven and go, unhappily, to
bed. When Mrs. Peters awakes, she is
delighted with the beautiful smell coming from
the kitchen, and she pulls from the oven a
perfect pink cake! From then on, the Peters
family eats only one thing that they take turns
each day making-Mrs. Peters' birthday cake.
Frazee's illustrations and Hoberman's story
show a world full of real family life and love
that makes me remember fondly what it was
like to grow up in a large family with a strong,
devoted, and sometimes crazy mother.
Hurwitz, Johanna. Faraway Summer. Dlustrated by
Mary Azarian. Avon, 2000. ISBN 0-38073256-4. $4.95. 151 pp. Grades 3-6. Dossi is
sent from the Jewish tenements of New York
to rural Vermont for a two-week Fresh Air
Fund vacation in the summerofl910. Though
she misses her older sister and her friends in
New York, she grows closer to the family
she's staying with as she learns about the
differences-and similarities-<>f worlds that
seem so far apart.
Micucci, Charles. The Life and Times of the
Peanut. Houghton Mifflin, 2000. ISBN 0-61803314-9. $5.95. 32 pp. Grades 2+. Injust over
thirty illustrated pages, Micucci provides a
comprehensive review of the peanut. Each
page is filled with facts and figures about the
peanut's history, uses, influence, and travels.
Myers, Walter Dean. Angel to Angel.
HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0-06-446242-0.
$5.95. 40 pp. Grades Pre-4. Myers has selected
photographs of African-American mothers and
children from the last two centuries and
compiled them in this book of poetry. Turning
each page brings new eyes and smiles to stare
into and new words to think and to taste.
Myers' poetry is suffused with an awe and
honor for the love between mothers or mother
figures and children.
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Rockwell, Anne. I Fly. Illustrated by Annette
Cable. Crown, 1998. ISBN 0-517-88569-7.
$6.99. 32 pp. Grades Pre-2. I Fly follows a
young boy's flight to visit relatives. It begins
with the "end of the tunnel that leads to the
plane" and ends when the young boy walks out
of the tunnel and into the terminal and the
arms of his loving cousins. This delightful
picture book faithfully recounts and explains
from the boy's point of view each part of an
airplane flight including takeoff, banking, and
ear-popping--even the peanuts and soda! The
boy looks excitedly out the window and
explains what he sees on the grounds and in
the clouds. The illustrations are warm and
effective. I could not imagine a book better for
introducing young children to the joy and
excitement of riding in an airplane.
Rodowsky, Colby. The Turnabout Shop.
HarperTrophy, 2000. ISBN 0-380-73192-4.
$4.95. 135 pp. Grades 3-6. When Althea,
Livvy's mother and only relative, dies, Livvy
is sent to Baltimore to live with her mother's
old college friend, Jessie Barnes. Jessie Barnes
owns an antique store called The Turnabout
Shop, and she isn't like Althea; she isn't
exciting, she isn't spontaneous, and she
doesn't even have her ears pierced. Jessie
Barnes does have something Livvy and Althea
didn't, something Livvy didn't ever think she
needed-a family. Aunts, uncles, cousins, and
grandparents become a part of Livvy's life as
she makes room in her heart for new friends
and Jessie Barnes. Together, Jessie and Livvy
must make new starts in life, and it all begins
with The Turnabout Shop. With clarity and
tact, Rodowsky lets us watch an engaging
young girl work out the pain of losing a
mother and grow into what a family gives
best-love.
Shannon, George. Stories To Solve: Folktalesfrom
Around the World. Illustrated by Peter Sis.
HarperTrophy, 2000. ISBN 0-380-73260-2.55
pp. Grades 3-6. This collection of mindstretching riddles includes the international
favorites-the man dividing his fortune
between his three sons, the man on the boat
with the wolf, and even a Tibetan version of
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King Solomon and the two mothers! Each
short riddle-story is directly followed by a
clear solution. The illustrations by Sis, a
Caldecott Honor illustrator, are an engaging
accompaniment to the pUZZles. Shannon and
Sis have created a classic.
Weiner, Lori S., Aprille Best, and Philip A. Pizzo
(eds.). Be A Friend: Children Who Live With
HIV Speak. TIlustrated by the children. Albert
Whitman, 1996. ISBN 0-8075-0591-9. $6.95.
40 pp. Grades 3+. Doctors at the National
Institute of Health compiled works created by
children afflicted with HIV and AIDS. The
book is divided into three sections: "I Often
Wonder ... " includes entries addressing what
children with HIV often wonder; "Living With
HIV" comprises children's thoughts about
how being ill affects their daily lives; "Family,
Friends, and AIDS" focuses on messages from
those whose loved ones have HIV or AIDS.
Every page of this compilation speaks with
tender, childlike honesty about life with HIV.
The text and pictures ask frank questions about
God, heaven, and what life would be like
without daily medication, pain, and worry.
This book nearly brought nears to my eyes.
What an excellent way to introduce us all to
the need for compassion and understanding
toward those afflicted with this tragic disease.
Zemser, Bronwen. Beyond the Mango Tree.
HarperTrophy, 2000. ISBN 0-06-440786-1.
$4.95. Grades 4-6. Sarina's father's work takes
him away for long periods of time, leaving her
to take care of her diabetic mother in their
strange new country, Liberia. Sarina's mother
is controlled by her illness and her fear; she
won't let Sarina have what she wants most of
all-a friend. But Sarina finds a friend in a
slim, sweet Liberian boy named Boima, who
teaches
Sarina that
friendship
and
understanding can change a person. The
?ortrayal of Sarina's chemically/emotionally
Imbalanced mother and the death of Boima
from yellow fever may disturb the reader, but
what makes this book worth reading is
Zemser's careful and engaging use of the
Liberian-English dialect and a rare taste of the
Liberian spirit.
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Book
Pair
By Sarah Olson
Fathers
Complementary Fiction

Always My Dad.
Wyeth, Sharon Dennis.
TIlustrated by Raul Colon. Dragonfly, 1997.
ISBN 0-679-88934-5. 32 pp. Grades K-2.
Gardella, Tricia. Just Like My Dad. TIlustrated by
Margot Apple. HarperTrophy, 1993. ISBN 006-443463-X. 32 pp. Grade Pre-I.
With so many of our children living in singleparent homes, it is hard to know how to broach the
topic of fathers. One must be both sensitive to
those who don't have a father close at hand and
understanding of those who do. Using Always My
Dad and Just Like My Dad together can begin an
effective exploration of children's love for their
fathers, regardless whether the father is often home
or often absent.
Always My Dad centers on a young girl who
dreams of seeing her father. She understands that
work takes him away, but it doesn't help the ache
in her heart. When a summer at her grandparents'
farm brings her father home, every moment is
filled with happiness and fun, until he announces
that he must leave again. Before he goes, he
assures her that he loves her, and no matter where
he is, he will always be her dad.
Just Like My Dad focuses on a young cowboy
who describes the sights, smells, and sounds of
working on a ranch with his dad, whom he loves,
admires, and more than anything, wants to be like.

38

Review: Full Issue

Children's Book and Play Review 35

Play Reviews
Asher, Sandra Fenichel. I Will Sing Life: Voices
From the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp.
Dramatic Publishing, 2000. ISBN 0-87129971-2. $7.35. 58 pp.
A- 4+

Reviewed by Allison G. Belnap

I Will Sing Life tackles the difficult
experiences and complicated emotions facing
terminally ill children who attend the Hole in the
Wall Gang Camp. An adaptation of a book by the
same title, the play is a carefully woven tapestry of
poems, stories, and songs by real-life camp
participants. Over the course of the play, Adam, a
double-amputee; Joe, a victim of AIDS; Pia,
suffering from sickle cell anemia; Corey, fighting
cancer; Shawn, enduring treatment for leukemia;
Tina, also battling cancer; and Katie, paralyzed on
one side from a stroke, share their feelings, trials,
dreams, and future plans with each other and with
two camp counselors. The action of the play flows
easily between scenes grounded in the reality of the
camp and fantasies acted out by the campers and
counselors together. Topics vary from boyfriends
to medical procedures, from school experiences to
dealing with hair loss. The play offers a peek into
the world of terminally ill children at the only
place where they are the norm rather than the
exception.
Asher has successfully created a piece of
theatre that shares the trials of very sick children
with the rest of the world. Almost every word in
the play is taken directly from writing contributed
by campers from the Hole in the Wall Camp.
Asher is particularly effective at joining the real
world of the camp almost seamlessly with the
fantasy world that exists in the children's
imaginations. The play has strong continuity, and
rather than leaving the audience depressed, or sorry
for the characters, the end of the play brings a
renewed appreciation for life and a certain
confidence in the human spirit.
The play calls for a cast of four males and four
females, ages nine to sixteen, and two adults-one
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male, one female. The cast can be expanded to
include additional campers, if desired. The setting
should be free space that transforms easily from
various camp locations to the settings for stories
and fantasies from the children's lives. Six of the
poems in the script have been set to music.
Information on the original music can be obtained
from Ric Averill, c/o Seem-To-Be Players, P. O.
Box 1601, Lawrence, KS 66044.

• •••
Brown, Kent R. Scenes and Monologues for
Young Actors. Dramatic Publishing, 2000.
ISBN 0-87129-958-5. $14.95. 255 pp.
B+ 8+

Reviewed by Allison G. Belnap

Though it is encouraging to see a compilation
of scenes and monologues for young actors from
well-known authors for young audiences, Brown
has succumbed to several problems common to
scene and monologue books-many scenes in the
book are not well-suited for scene study, and most
of the monologues are inactive reflections on past
Mark Plaiss' Waiting for the
occurrences.
Phone-a scene for two actors-has little material
for an acting study and would be better suited in a
directing or design class. Brown's comment about
a monologue from Loving Bess by Jett Parsley is
"Tib is 20. He is talking about Bess, the girl he
loves." He is talking about Bess-not to her or
with her-about her. Most acting teachers will
guide their students-particularly beginning
students-away from this type of monologue.
They are difficult to perform well outside the
setting of the play. Brown also addresses several
monologues to the audience. For an acting class,
this may work, but could be difficult in an audition
setting, because the auditors would most likely
prefer not to be addressed directly. Additionally,
the book's title proclaims that it is intended for
"young" actors, but many of the scenes in the book
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include characters well into their thirties, forties, or
older.
The book, however, is not without merit. A
scene between teenage sisters taken from James
Still's Between the Lines is one example of a
strong piece for two young female actors that could
be effectively used for scene study in a class or
studio setting.
Brown also includes an
introduction-which includes valuable elementary
acting and directing tips-and a useful monologue
preparation guide.
Scenes and Monologues for Young Actors
includes monologues for men and women, scenes
for two actors, and scenes with multiple characters.
Some of the playwrights highlighted in the book
are James Still, Sandra Fenichel Asher, Max Bush,
Joanna H. Kraus, Ric Averill, John O'Brien, Mike
Thomas, Ted Sod, Linda Daugherty, Jonelle
Grace, Silvia Gonzales, and Elizabeth Wong.
Scenes and Monologues for Young Actors would
most appropriately be used as a resource book to
introduce plays and playwrights to young actors
and audiences.

••••
Frost, Helen and Harvey Cocks. Why Darkness
Seems So Light. Pioneer Drama, 1999. ISBN
2739871-1001. $10.85. 36 pp.
B- 7-12 Reviewed by Karla Hendricks Huntsman

Why Darkness Seems So Light is based on
writings by high school students in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, as part of an annual Week Without
Violence Awareness Campaign.
The play portrays several scenes of teenage
violence and examines the lives of those involved
in the situations. Johnny is killed at a party he
doesn't want to go to. Ginger faces the torment of
knowing that she convinced Johnny to go to the
party and then left him to die for fear of being
caught in a place her parents would not approve.
Whitney is molested by her boyfriend of seven
months. Nathan nearly commits suicide as a result
of despondency over a family situation. The play is
held together by monologues by the teacher of the
students and by various characters in the scenes.
In the attempt to present the message that
violence is not the way to solve life's problems,
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some of the dialogue and monologues tend to be
didactic and to either give information that
normally would not be present in a conversation,
information the characters would already know, or
information which is geared simply to point up the
message of the play.
The format of the play works well. With
permission of the author, judicious cuts and some
reshaping could be made in dialogues and
monologues to make the playa powerful statement
against teen violence.
There are twenty-seven characters, fifteen men
and twelve women; two of the women's parts could
be played by men. The set could be as simple as
using a few standard pieces of furniture rearranged
in different patterns for various scenes. Costuming
is simple, contemporary clothing.

••••
Lazarus, John. Not So Dumb. Playwrights Canada
Press, 2000. ISBN 0-88754-578-5. $17.95.
205 pp.
A- K-6

Reviewed by Nathan F. Christensen

In this anthology of plays to be performed by
adults for children, Lazarus deals with the
difficulties ordinary young people face almost
every day. For example, making friends and fitting
in are recurring concerns in the lives of the
characters as the plays chart their progress from
second grade to high school. The first three plays
are simple, well-written one-acts that entertain as
they try to help children understand the world
around them. The fourth play deals with the more
serious issues of identity and sexuality and could
be considered for more mature audiences.

Nightlight. 33 pp.
A- K-6

Each child has a fear of something that must be
overcome. Ten-year-old Vinnie fears Farley, a
bully at school. Vinnie's little sister, seven-yearold Tara, fears an ugly green monster living in her
bureau drawers. Vinnie and Tara work together to
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overcome their fears, trying several methods, with
little success. Eventually, Vinnie learns that Farley
is also afraid of something-math-and solves the
problem by offering to tutor him. Similarly, Tara
placates her monster by drawing pictures for it, and
she ends up making a friend.
This is a delightful piece of theater. The mood is
light, the situations are funny, and the puppet
monster will probably be a favorite among
children. While being entertained, children learn
that their fears can be overcome if the fears are first
understood.
This script requires two men and one woman.
Technical requirements include a chain-link fence,
a jungle gym, a bed, a chest of drawers, and a large
puppet monster.

Not So Dumb. [42 pp.]
B K-6

Binnie and Rocky, both age ten, arrive for their
special education class at school, but their teacher
isn't there. She is at the hospital having a baby.
Enjoying their newfound freedom, the children
begin looking for their school records in a cabinet
marked "Confidential." Vinnie, the biggest "nerd"
in school, catches them in the act. Over the course
of the play, they learn to understand each other and
to appreciate their differences. For example, Rocky
is unable to read, but he is skilled with electronics
and is able to fix Vinnie's tape player.
In spite of its obvious good intentions, this play
is not of the same quality as the previous plays in
the anthology. While the scenario is interesting, the
dialogue and behavior of the children are not
always believable. Nevertheless, the play is
entertaining, and its message of mutual
understanding is quite relevant to the lives of
children and adults.
This play requires a cast of two men and one
woman. The scenic requirements include a desk, a
rolling office chair, a filing cabinet, and a
chalkboard.
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Schoolyard Games. 42 pp.
A K-6

Three children at play: Eleanor, age ten; Susan,
age nine; and Eleanor's little sister, Binnie, age
eight. The world revolves around Eleanor because
she's the oldest; at least that's the way it seems.
She's smarter, participates in gymnastics, and
associates with older kids. She also tries to make
sure that Susan and Binnie are aware of her
superiority. Susan's feelings are hurt by Eleanor's
snobbery, but she finds herself guilty of similar
behavior toward Binnie. Susan remembers the
sight of her new puppies pushing out the runt of
the litter and tries to correct her own behavior.
Binnie helps Eleanor realize that being older does
not exempt her from being considerate of others'
feelings. By the end, the arguments are resolved,
and the three girls are friends once again.
In this play, Lazarus has somehow managed to
capture the world of childhood. The dialogue and
the conflict recreate the innocent frustrations of
childhood relationships with friends. While
perhaps too simplistic for an adult audience,
children should easily identify with the characters,
recognizing their own behaviors in the children on
stage.
The cast requires three energetic actresses. The
set consists of a useable jungle gym, parallel bars,
and a railing on which the girls can perform flips.

Secrets. 33 pp.
B 9-12

Victor, Susan, Binnie, and Rocky are facing
the challenges of high school. Binnie and Rocky, a
couple, have been sexually active for some time
before the action of the play begins. Because
Victor is shy and virginal, other students at school
begin to spread rumors that he is gay. Susan hides
her own virginity by spreading false rumors about
her own sexual looseness. During a party at
Victor's house, Victor and Susan discover that they
should not be so concerned about what other
people think. The relationship between Rocky and
Binnie comes to an end when Binnie learns that
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Rocky has betrayed her trust and had sexual
relations with other girls.
This is a rather inappropriate conclusion to this
particular anthology of plays. The tone, dramatic
structure, and audience are completely different
from those of the other four plays. However, the
piece is not without merit. It has a strong conflict
and some interesting theatrical elements, including
the use of masks. Care should be taken before
selecting this piece for performance to assure that
the subj ect matter and language are appropriate for
the intended audience.
This play has a cast of eight, played by four
actors, and uses a simple unit set.

••••
Manning, Mick and Brita Granstrom. Drama
School. Larousse Kingfisher Chambers, 1999.
ISBN 0-7534-4178-6. $8.95.48 pp.
A- 1-4

Reviewed by Allison G. Belnap

Drama School is a colorful combination of
interesting facts and imaginative ideas to spark
children's interest and creativity in the theatrical
arts-a basic introduction to theatre. Its strongest
merits lie in the instructions for building puppets,
costumes, props, masks, and sets in preparation for
producing a show. Parents and teachers who give
this book to their children and students should be
prepared to supply materials and a safe work area,
because children will most likely be ready to try
the suggestions that dot the pages of this
resourceful book. The book is very simple and
would probably not hold the interest of children
above a fourth-grade level; however, the ideas in
the book can be used with children as old as sixth
or seventh grade.

••••
River, Jose. Marcela de la Luz Lights the World.
Dramatic Publishing, 1998. ISBN 0-87129894-5.52 pp.
A 5+

Reviewed by Elneeta Timmons

This charming play is about Maricela de la Luz
and her brother Riccardo, who go on a great
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fairytale-like adventure one sunny winter day in
San Diego. The adventure begins when a huge
blizzard suddenly hits San Diego, and only San
Diego. As the siblings fight off polar bears and
other creatures, they learn that the Sun God,
Hunahpu, has been captured. In order for
everything return to normal they must find Loki,
the trickster God who kidnapped Hunahpu. This
isn't as easy as it sounds. While looking for Loki,
the children encounter numerous mythical beings,
like a cyclops, a seven-headed Hydra, Jason and
the Argonauts, and a happy and sad face whose
bodies disappeared when Hunahpu vanished. After
facing numerous challenges, young Maricela and
Riccardo are able to find Hunahpu, who restores
everything to its original state.
This very imaginative play requires a creative
and professional group. This play contains mild
profanity and may be offensive to some audiences.
A lot of Spanish is also used throughout the play.
The use of puppetry could enhance this play. The
nineteen characters can be done by three men and
three women.

••••
Schenkkan, Robert. The Dream Thief Dramatic
Publishing, 1999. ISBN 0-87129-951-8. 75
pp.
B+ 3+

Reviewed by Allison G. Belnap

The Dream Thiefis the story of two children's
quest to save their father's life. Dream Thief has
stolen Daddy's dreams. As a result, Daddy cannot
sleep; he becomes listless and loses direction in his
life. Frightened, Mommy takes him to the hospital,
where two pompous doctors are incapable of
explaining anything to her. To the children-Susan
and Jamie-it seems their father might die. That
night in the hospital they see Dream Thief ride
Night Mare into Daddy's room to take more
dreams from him. The children follow Dream
Thief out the window and into the world of Nod.
While in Nod, they encounter characters most
people meet only in their dreams-Winken,
Blinken, Green Eggs, and Hamlet, to name a few.
With the help of new-found friends-Hop Along,
Sandman, Twinkle (as in Twinkle, Twinkle, little
star), and REM-the children are able to face and
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defeat Bedbugs, Night Terrors, Dream Thief, and
finally Chaos himself in the effort to free the
thousands of stolen dreams held captive in
Morpheus, the capital city of Nod. With the return
of his dreams, Daddy is finally able to sleep and
recovers quickly from his mysterious illness. For a
moment, Susan and Jamie think the adventure was
all a dream, until Chaos is heard, reminding them
that he is ever-pre sent-the bad is always part of
the good.
Schenkkan has succeeded in writing a
wonderful piece of fantasy-action adventure for the
child in all of us. Through Susan and Jamie, the
audience is allowed to face and conquer many
common fears-the threat of losing a loved one,
journeying to places unknown, facing and
defeating those who keep us from reaching our
goals, and ultimately, freeing our dreams, enabling
them to lift us beyond what we may have expected
of ourselves. The play has a cast of twenty-six
characters, which can be played by eight actors
(three children, five adults). The script includes
detailed descriptions of several settings and some
complicated special effects. Puppetry mayor may
not be used, depending on director's preference.
Recommended for higher education institutions or
professional troupes.

••••
Snipes, Larry and Vivian. The Fisherman and His
Wife. New Plays Inc., 1999.30 pp.

A K-4

Reviewed by Shelley Graham

In a rickety hut by the seashore live the
Fisherman and his Wife. Growing tired of cabbage
stew and water, the Wife sends the Fisherman off
to the shore with a kiss and a plea to catch flounder
for dinner. He has a somewhat productive day
fishing, catching a log, a crab, and finally a
flounder. The unfortunate, or perhaps fortunate,
"catch" is that this flounder is really an enchanted
prince, who convinces the Fisherman not to eat
him. When the Fisherman returns home emptyhanded, his wife scolds him for not at least asking
for a wish from the prince-fish. She sends him
back the next day to ask for a nice cottage with a
garden, chickens, and ducks. He does so, and their
wish is granted. The Wife, however, is not
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satisfied, and she sends him back to ask first for a
castle, then to be King, and then to be Pope. The
Fisherman does as he is told, despite his
reservations. Her final wish is that she might
control the rising and the setting of the sun. The
Fisherman asks the flounder for this wish, and then
he is told to go home and meet his wife, who is
now "where she belongs." He goes home to greet
her, standing happily at the door of their rickety
hut, content with her new station.
Though it is a typical telling of an old tale,
with no particularly riveting twists of plot or
character, this version is innovative and exciting in
its own way. It relies heavily on audience
participation. The sets and costumes can be simple,
using the children's imaginations to create their
own believability. The flounder doubles as a
storyteller and speaks most often from the
audience. By the end, the children are asked to
create a virtual hurricane with their mouths and
hands, working not only to engage the audience
but also to build suspense. The script gives
suggestions for movements and stage business to
be incorporated by the children, but it is open to
creativity and accommodation for specific
audiences. There are easily recognizable patterns
throughout the tale-characters speaking
sometimes in verse and sometimes in prose,
patterns in sound effects made by the children, etc.
As soon as children know they are allowed to stand
and sit and move as directed, they will be watching
with great eagerness for their next opportunity to
be part of this absorbing mix of fantasy and
imagination.

••••
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